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Week Ending Friday, March 6, 1992 


Remarks to the Associated General 
Contractors of America in Dallas, 
Texas 


February 29, 1992 


Thank you all. And Marvin, thank you, sir, 
for your warm welcome, for your wonderful 
support, for being an outstanding leader of 
the AGC. And may I salute—although you 
are not officially in the lame duck status 
yet—[laughter|—several more months to 
go—may I also salute Robins Jackson over 
here, who will be your successor and I’m sure 
will do a good job as well. I am delighted 
to be here with Kirk Fordice, the new and 
outstanding Governor of the State of Mis- 
sissippi, one of your own. He’s served this 
outfit well as president. And let me also sin- 
gle out a man I’ve known for years, the mayor 
of your host city, my old friend, a former 
Member of Congress, Steve Bartlett. What 
a job he is doing for this great city. Where 
the heck is he? Right over here. And I’m 
proud to stand with you today, the men and 
women who work in construction in this 
great country. You are one gutsy group of 
Americans, and I believe the whole country 
knows it. 

We mark an anniversary this week. One 
year ago, American and allied forces lib- 
erated Kuwait. In only a hundred hours of 
ground combat, those troops achieved a mag- 
nificent victory. When we drew our line in 
the sand, I faced resistance from two corners. 
On one side was the latest wave of out-of- 
touch liberals who argued that we shouldn’t 
fight for what was right. I also had to contend 
with another group of skeptics, folks who har- 
bor a strange nostalgia for the 1930’s, when 
America isolated itself from the world secu- 
rity challenges and from trade opportunities. 

But standing steadfast with me were mil- 
lions of commonsense Americans like your- 
selves, and right where you've been in good 
times and in bad. People in our construction 
trades have never, ever been confused about 


our national symbol. You know it’s not the 
ostrich; it’s the eagle. And I am grateful for 
your support. We agree on the big issues that 
shape our world and on the values, the values 
close to home. And I’m talking about jobs, 
about family, about peace, for ourselves and 
for, as Marvin said, for our kids. 

Today, our top concern is getting the econ- 
omy moving and growing again. And I 
couldn’t have a better set of partners in this 
project than the Associated General Con- 
tractors of America. We’ve been together in 
earlier battles for this cause, and together 
we've won. And we've stuck to principles, 
and we've helped make this country strong. 
I'll always remember where you stood back 
in 1982, when times were as tough as they 
get. The recession, the economy then was 
still in a rather deep recession, reeling from 
the malaise days of the late seventies. Unem- 
ployment, you remember, in ’82 was 10.7 
percent. President Reagan and I knew that 
the only effective remedy wasn’t more Gov- 
ernment control; it was greater freedom. And 
you shared our long view of things, and you 
stood with us solidly. 

In 1990, when the business cycle turned 
down, you stood with your President once 
again and helped me light a fire under the 
do-nothing Congress of the United States. 
And because you flexed your muscle, we got 
one good piece of economic legislation in 
1991, one specially good piece: the $150 bil- 
lion Surface Transportation Act. It took 
longer than we wanted, but we got the job 
done. 

As you know, I’ve speeded up the flow of 
funds from this measure to modernize our 
bridges and highways. All across America, 
we're helping companies put people back to 
work. In fiscal 92 alone, Federal highway 
funding will support more than 900,000 jobs. 

And I have good news for the American 
economy as we mark the first anniversary of 
the liberation of Kuwait. As President, I’ve 
placed a top priority on helping Kuwait re- 
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cover from the ravages of that terrible war, 
from the environmental disaster, from so 
many things. And as Kuwait rebuilds, I’m 

leased to report that American companies 
Ses won more than half of all the recon- 
struction contracts. In ’91 and ’92 alone, 
those contracts will pump an additional $5 
billion into the American economy, and mer- 
chandise exports alone will create 60,000 new 
American jobs. Now, this good news proves 
that our long-range program to create jobs 
by pushing exports is working. In the past 
5 years, exports have generated almost half 
of America’s growth. And we’re going to keep 
putting Americans to work by opening new 
markets for American goods around the 
world. 

There’s a lot more that we've got to do 
to build on our achievements. And in my 
State of the Union Message, I sent a com- 
prehensive economic action plan to the Con- 
gress, and I set a deadline: March 20th. You 
and I know the major cause of the drag on 
our economy. It is that Government is too 
big and that it spends too much. 

And that’s why I was sorry to see what 
the Democrats in the House of Rep- 
resentatives did just this past Thursday. To 
play election-year politics as usual—let me 
step back. I urged the Congress in the State 
of the Union to put politics aside and to pass 
an incentive program, telling them I'll be 
glad to engage with them politically after the 
20th of March and they should lay politics 
aside until then. I asked them to put politics 
aside as usual, but playing politics, they 
passed up a chance to stimulate the economy. 

The plan they passed will raise the deficit, 
will raise taxes, will ruin the fledgling eco- 
nomic recovery, and worst of all, it will not 
create jobs. So let me right here, before the 
AGC, end any suspense: If that plan reaches 
my desk, I will veto it fast and send it back 
to the United States Congress. 

On March 20th, I want to sign into law 
reforms to get our economy moving. I really 
think that’s good. And we need to get busi- 
ness growing again right now, upgrading 
plant and equipment again, hiring workers 
again. We need incentives, incentives like an 
investment tax allowance. Consider how that 
would help Williams Brothers Construction 
Company, just for example. If my 15 percent 
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investment tax allowance is passed by Con- 
gress, it will mean an additional $300,000 in 
working capital this year for this equipment- 
intensive contractor. 

And yes, it is clearly time for Congress to 
cut that tax on job creation and investment. 
It is time to cut the tax on capital gains. 

To get housing back on its feet, I’ve put 
forward what I think most people across this 
country see as commonsense proposals to get 
people buying and building odo For in- 
stance—we talk about family—but for in- 
stance, I’m asking for a $5,000 tax credit for 
first-time homebuyers. The Democrats in the 
House offer these young people nothing. But 
with our plan, young people almost able to 
buy that first home, could do it with the extra 
$5,000 in their pocket. 

Just the other day I met with your industry 
partners, the National Association of Home 
Builders. Their economists predict that this 
year alone, this year alone, my plan would 
mean an extra 200,000 homes built and 
415,000 new jobs in the homebuilding side 
of the construction business. Since you clear 
the tracts and pave new streets and build the 
shopping and office centers that go with new 
neighborhoods, I know that growth in hous- 
ing would be welcome on your side of the 
business, too. 

Your powers of persuasion are legendary. 
You’ve got a lot of respect and power in the 
corridors of power. And so, I’m counting on 
you to get my message to the Congress: Pass 
this incentive plan and meet the deadline. 
Tell your Members of Congress: March 20th 
is when the rubber meets the road. And 
March 20th is when the Congress has to 
make a choice: Put America back to work 
or go with the old tax-and-spend politics as 
usual. I believe March 20th is the time to 
do something good for the American people. 
Please get that message to Congress. 

While Congress chafes under that dead- 
line, and while Senate Democrats now float 
tax plans that would end up raising tax rates 
for people who make $35,000 a year, I have 
taken actions on my own to get the economy 
moving. For example, we’ve begun an un- 
precedented, top-to-bottom reform of busi- 
ness regulation. 

During the weeks since the State of the 
Union Address, we’ve changed key banking 
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rules to ease the credit crunch. For healthy 
banks, we’ve changed overly strict definitions 
of bank capital, creating more access to cap- 
ital. We've also cut redtape to make it easier 
for small businesses to get capital from the 
securities markets. And we've accomplished 
important reforms to the burdensome payroll 
tax system. 

But that’s not all. On January 28th, I insti- 
tuted a 90-day freeze on new Federal regula- 
tions that could hinder economic growth. 
And we're also reviewing all existing rules, 
and we will propose legislation wherever 
needed to reform burdensome regulation. 
And let me tell you, we will take every action 
we can to stop regulations that hurt growth 
and speed up rules that will help get this 
economy growing. We are overregulated, and 
I need your help with Congress on that point 
as well. 

Marvin and others have been in touch. 
And I know that the construction industry 
is hard-hit by Federal regulation. That’s why 
we've acted to allow Federal contractors 
more flexibility in the use of less-skilled 
workers. We recently began implementing an 
important rule that allows such cost-saving 
measures. Not only will the rule make it easi- 
er for construction firms to do business, it 
will also save taxpayers an estimated $600 
million a year. 

Many times there’s a noble idea behind 
a regulation, but many times regulators go 
to unreasonable extremes. My message to 
Congress, and yes, to the regulators in the 
executive branch is this: Overregulation is 
just that, it’s over. And let me say this: If 
there are exceptions—and some regulators 
have not gotten the word—tell your leader- 
ship, tell Marvin here, let us know. And I 
will do my level best to clear out any unfair 
obstacles to growth. 

I’m also fighting hard against another epi- 
demic that’s stricken America, against the 
epidemic of lawsuits, 18 million last year 
alone. I think you got it but lest you didn’t, 
18 million last year alone. The costs and 
delays in our legal system are a hidden tax 
on every construction operator, on every 
consumer, on every business transaction in 
this country. 

And it’s not just the cost of doing business 
that’s being affected. Frivolous lawsuits are 
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tearing apart our social fabric in this country. 
Some of you probably coach Little League. 
You’re aware, as well as I am, that all around 
this country fathers are quitting as Little 
League coaches because they're afraid of li- 
ability lawsuits. That’s a sign that something’s 
wrong. Or when people stop volunteering in 
their communities because they fear some 
ambulance-chasing lawyer, something is ter- 
ribly wrong. And I’ve even heard that com- 
munities have had to cancel Fourth of July 
fireworks displays because they can’t get li- 
ability insurance. 

Well, I am determined to change that. And 
I've sent a reform bill to Congress to halt 
needless lawsuits and to give Americans easi- 
er alternatives for settling disputes. I see that 
you in the AGC have your own industry ini- 
tiative to achieve more partnership and fewer 
lawsuits among contractors and sub- 
contractors. And I applaud you for doing this. 
The real answer to solving problems is to be 
more concerned with helping each other 
than suing each other. And I want to fight 
for the reforms that will back up that prin- 
ciple. So, let’s work together. Let’s keep 
working together to break up America’s love 
affair with the lawsuit. 

Since the first settlers came to our shores, 
Americans have been a restless people. 
We're forever on the move building, invent- 
ing, expanding, renewing. And I share that 
spirit, and I’ve never been more restless than 
now about the state of affairs in Washington. 
The rest of the world looks to us as a bea- 
con—don’t listen to the naysayers on this 
point—the rest of the world looks to us as 
a beacon as the strongest, bravest, freest, 
most generous Nation on Earth. But in our 
Nation’s capital, the tired old liberal leader- 
ship of Congress is mired in cynicism and 
defeatism. 

For 3 years, I’ve wrestled with a Congress 
too often paralyzed, tangled up by a 30,000- 
person bureaucracy and a $1.5 billion budg- 
et, a Congress too caught up in protecting 
their special perks and privileges to perform 
the public’s business. No wonder term limits 
for Congress are picking up support. And I 
agree. If we have term limits on the Presi- 
dent, term limits for Congress is a good idea, 
too. And let’s work for it. 
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The old ways have to change. People want 
change. Each one of you is a proven leader 
in a trade that wrote the book about getting 
yt samt projects done, and done within 
deadlines. So, I’m counting on you to make 
Congress learn how to meet a deadline. 

My opponents have cornered the market 
for slick rhetoric. But when it comes to deliv- 
ering results, I have a plan that will stimulate 
economic growth. And they don’t. 

I need your help. Help me get a message 
to Capitol Hill. Tell them what hard-hat 
America thinks about Congress and its poli- 
tics-as-usual. Tell them the construction 
trades support this plan to get our economy 
moving. And tell them I’m dead serious 
about that deadline and that you're dead seri- 
ous about the deadline. And tell them my 
plan sets down a solid foundation for lifting 
this country to new heights. 

This convention hall holds very special 
memories for me. It was here in 1984 that 
Ronald Reagan and I accepted our party's 
nomination for a second term as President 
and Vice President of the United States. And 
I was very proud to serve with Ronald 
Reagan, and he’s a man of vision and courage 
and achievement. And remember the reces- 
sion of 1982? It was tough then. Remember 
the criticism? Remember the noise on Cap- 
itol Hill? Unemployment got up to 10.7 per- 
cent. But we om master kept the Congress 
from doing crazy things, renewed our com- 
mitment to keep this country moving forward 
for the long haul. We pulled out of the dol- 
drums, and we kept moving America forward 
because we had your support and the support 
of millions like you who share our values. 

And yes, times are tough now, but we will 
stick to principle. And we will again come 
through these sluggish economic times. This 
is no time for despair. This is time for deter- 
mination. And this is time for action. 

The American people are getting a little 
tired, frankly, of the gloom and doom they 
hear every single night on television. And I’m 
glad my frank wife, Barbara, is not here or 
she'd tell you what she thought about that. 
rte al 

Our side will prevail again. With your mind 
and your muscle, we'll prove the pessimists 
wrong again. People know we're in a battle 
for the future—about jobs; it’s about family; 
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it’s about world peace; it’s about the kind of 
legacy we’re going to leave the young ones 
here today. And we will renew this country, 
and I guarantee you we will keep it strong. 
And we will build a better America. 

Thank you, good luck to each and every 
one of you. And may God bless the United 
States of America. Thank you very, very 
much. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:44 a.m. at 
the Dallas Convention Center. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Marvin Black, presi- 
dent of the Associated General Contractors 
of America. A tape was not available for ver- 
ification of the content of these remarks. 


Remarks to the Georgia Republican 
Party in Atlanta, Georgia 
February 29, 1992 


Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Thank you, Alec. Thank 
you, Newt. And thank all of you. Let me sin- 
gle out our chairman, Alec Poitevient, and 
thank him for his leadership of this obviously 
activated, insurgent, and wonderful Georgia 
Republican Party. And may I—get to Newt 
in a minute—but may I salute the members 
of the Georgia General Assembly that are 
here, my old friend, Senator Mack Mattingly, 
who is sorely missed in the United States 
Senate, I might add. 

And I understand that Savannah’s mayor 
is here, and I look forward to being with 
Susan Weiner tomorrow as well. And I thank 
our national committeewoman, Carolyn 
Meadows; and our Georgia campaign chair- 
man, my old friend, Fred Cooper, who is 
over here somewhere but doing a great job. 

And as for Newt, there is no one quite 
like him. Let me simply say he is, as you 
know, clearly one of the very, very top leaders 
of the Republican Party nationally. And I am 
— grateful to him for the steadfast support 
and leadership that we get on Capitol Hill. 
Every single day that I work with him and 
with Bob Michel, I’m saying to myself: We 
have got to take the message to the people 
in the fall to get more Republicans in the 
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Senate and get more Republicans in the 
House of Representatives. If you want 
change, that’s the kind of change we need. 

And my thanks to all of you for coming 
to Atlanta from all over, Macon to Marietta, 
from the four corners of this great State. This 
gathering marks a great triumph. You look 
around this room, and I think it’s just clear 
how far we’ve come. It must be something 
about the Republican Party and red clay. 
[Laughter] In this State and all across the 
South, the Republican Party is here to stay. 
And that is what this meeting is about. And 
that’s what the votes in this State are all 
about. 

And with this rise comes a new generation 
of Georgia Republicans, the reformers, who 
are trying to teach Washington, DC, the wis- 
dom of their ways. And I’m talking, of course, 
about Newt Gingrich and Mack, and about 
Bo Callaway and thinking back—think about 
Lou Sullivan now. And when we call the roll 
let’s not forget Pinpoint’s favorite son, Su- 
preme Court Justice of the United States, 
Clarence Thomas. And I’m proud I named 
him to that Court. 

Our party prospers here because the great 
strengths of the Republican Party are the 
great strengths of the South: bedrock belief 
in family and in faith, community and coun- 
try; the virtues of hard work and humble wor- 
ship; the willingness to sacrifice for country 
in times of war and to help others in times 
of peace. These are the beliefs that sustain 
us. It’s our commitment to family, to jobs, 
to peace that inspires us. And all across 
America, these values are growing stronger, 
coming back by popular demand. And as a 
Nation, we've begun to see in these values 
a solution to so many of the crises that plague 
our cities and our schools and our streets. 

People are coming home to the values that 
never left their hearts. We believe that par- 
ents, not the Government, should make the 
decisions that truly matter in life. Parents, 
not Government, should choose their chil- 
dren’s schools. Parents, not Government, 
should choose who cares for their children. 
Parents know better than some bureaucrat 
in Washington, DC. And yes, we believe 
there’s a place for voluntary prayer in our 
children’s classroom. 
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And we believe America’s first so long as 
we put family first. And these bedrock be- 
liefs, they don’t fade with age. They don’t 
change from one election to the next. They 
are the home truths that call this Nation for- 
ward to greatness. And if America holds fast 
to these truths, we’ll never lose our bearings. 

And still, right now there’s no denying it, 
in too many ways we're going down the 
wrong track. We've got to reform our legal 
system. The home of the free has become 
the land of the lawsuit. And we’ve got to end 
that. And that’s why we sent up a bill to the 
Congress to stop these frivolous lawsuits. 
Nuisance suits sap our economy and tear its 
social fabric of our society. And when you're 
as likely to serve your neighbor a subpoena 
as a cup of coffee, something’s gone wrong. 
And when doctors won’t deliver babies and 
dads won't coach Little League for fear of 
lawsuits, something’s wrong. And America 
won't find its way out of this mess until we 
spend more time helping one another than 
we do suing one another. We need more peo- 
ple like Newt Gingrich in the Congress to 
support reform legislation in terms of these 
vicious and outrageous lawsuits. 

We've got to reform this Nation’s health 
care system. Right now, the quality of Amer- 
ican health care is the best in the entire 
world, make no mistake about it. The prob- 
lem is access. Too many Americans with fam- 
ilies do not have health insurance coverage. 
And you know how even a short stay in the 
hospital can rip a hole right through the fami- 
ly’s budget. Well, all Americans deserve qual- 
ity health care and a sense of well-being. But 
socialized medicine is not the answer. And 
I will fight against those plans. We have a 
good, specific plan. And my plan focuses on 
opening up access to health insurance for all 
Americans, rich and poor. And if we wanted 
long lines and revolving-door health, we'd 
put our doctors to work at the department 
of motor vehicles. The last thing we want 
is the Government playing doctor. And you 
listen to the campaign plans on the other 
side, and you'll know exactly what I mean. 
And I will continue to fight for health care 
for all, and I will fight against those astro- 
nomically expensive schemes to socialize 
American health care. 
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We've got to reform our welfare system. 
People are willing to support benefits for 
families in need, of course they are. And yes, 
Americans care. We always have; we always 
will. But they want to see some connection 
between welfare and work. And they want 
to see government at every level work to- 
gether to track down the deadbeat dads, the 
ones who can’t be bothered to pay child sup- 
port. And they want to see us break the cycle, 
that dreadful cycle of dependency that de- 
stroys dignity and passes sin poverty from 
one generation to the next. Think about it. 
Think about a young child born into that. 
It’s wrong. It’s cruel. We've got to do some- 
thing to change it. 

A number one issue today, though, is the 
economy. I think we all know that. It’s jobs. 
And that’s what’s keeping people up late at 
night worrying about how they're going to 
pay the bills and put food on the table, care 
or their kids, and still manage to put away 
something for their own retirement. We’ve 
got to get this economy moving. And Ameri- 
cans want to work. They want the oppor- 
tunity to earn more money. And that’s why 
in my State of the Union Address I laid out 
a two-part ~ to spark economic recovery, 
to create jobs, a seven-point short-term plan 
to stimulate the economy as early as this 
spring. And then a longer term plan to keep 
America growing tomorrow and into the next 
century. 

And because I knew I couldn't wait for 
Congress to act, I set a deadline to help them 
along the way. And that’s why I was sorry 
to see what the House Democrats did this 
past Thursday. Instead of working on my 
plan, liberal Democrats pushed through one 
of their own. And true to its form, it’s a tiny, 
temporary tax cut in exchange for a huge per- 
manent tax hike. And to play election-year 
politics as usual, they passed up a chance to 
stimulate the economy. And the plan they 
passed will raise the deficit, raise taxes a 
whopping $100 billion and ruin our eco- 
nomic recovery, and worst of all, it will not 
create jobs at all. And so, let me end the 
suspense. If that plan reaches my desk, I will 
veto it instantly and send it right back up 
to Capitol Hill. 

And frankly, there’s even greater danger 
here. If the liberal Democrats ever decide 
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to make that two-bit tax cut permanent, 
they'd have to jack up—and I think Newt 
expressed this on the floor; certainly I’ve 
heard him speak about it—they’d have to 
jack up the tax rate for every American mak- 
ing more than $35,000 a year. You heard it 
right, $35,000 for a plan that’s supposed to 
help the middle class. And that’s going to 
come as real news to a lot of factory eh 
and hard-working schoolteachers, people you 
know, everyday Americans struggling to 
make ends meet. 

Let’s face it, when that tax-and-spend 
crowd talks about taking aim at the cham- 
pagne-and-caviar set, it’s middle America 
that always takes the hit. And the liberals are 
going to tax that middle class for the same 
reason that Willie Sutton robbed banks, be- 
cause that’s where the money is. So, do not 
listen to this silly campaign rhetoric out 
there. 

Ask any economist, and they'll tell you the 
quickest way to cut this recovery off at its 
knees is to raise taxes. And if they're serious 
about this recovery, Congress must pass my 
plan. My plan contains an investment tax al- 
lowance to create incentives for American 
businesses to buy new equipment and then 
hire more workers, to bolster sagging real es- 
tate markets. This plan will give the first-time 
homebuyer a $5,000 tax credit to help them 
with that down payment. For families here 
in the Atlanta area, that credit is worth 6 
months’ mortgage payments on the average 
Atlanta home. 

And let me say to these opponents of mine: 
No one is fooled by your paying lip service 
to competitiveness and practicing class war- 
fare. Quit punishing the people who create 
jobs, and pass my plan and cut the capital 
gains tax, cut it down so we can get America 
back to work. 

My plan really, if you look at it, you'll see 
that it’s shaped to meet the new economic 
realities, realities that have helped make At- 
lanta the South’s great international city. And 
come 1996, Atlanta comes of age as Ameri- 
ca’s very own Olympic city. And that’s going 
to be just great. There’s a popular saying: 
When I pass into the hereafter, I don’t know 
if I'll be going up or down, but wherever 
I go, I'll change planes in Atlanta. [Laughter] 
They're going to see that one in 1996. 
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You know, Georgia’s unemployment rate 
is low. But I’m sure Georgians know the ac- 
tions we take now affect our economic health 
for the long term. We’re working to expand 
trade. We're working to open markets all 
over the world to American products. That 
was my mission when I went to Asia. It’s what 
our trade team’s push for every time they 
sit down at the negotiating table. And if we 
want to ensure good jobs for the future, 
we've got to work for free trade now. 

The truth is, if we want to succeed eco- 
nomically at home, we have got to lead eco- 
nomically abroad. Right here in Georgia, in 
the past 3 years, manufacturing exports have 
almost doubled. Today, an estimated 165,000 
Georgia jobs are tied to trade. 

So, get past all the —_— talk out there, 
all the patriotic posturing about fighting back 
by shutting out foreign goods. And if this 
country starts closing its markets, other coun- 
tries will close theirs. And when that hap- 
pened, who gets hurt? Easy, we do. Our 
economy does. The workers in the State of 
Georgia do. 

But my opponents aren’t about to let fact 
intrude on fantasy. They're peddling protec- 
tionism, a retreat from economic reality into 
a dangerous pre-World War II isolationism. 
Look closely, that’s not the American flag 
they're waving; it’s the white flag of surren- 
der. And that’s not the America you and I 
know. And I will veto any protection legisla- 
tion that comes to the White House from 
this protectionist Congress. 

The bottom line is we do not run and we 
do not cut out; we compete. And never in 
this Nation’s long history have we turned our 
backs on a challenge. And we're not going 
to start now. I’ve put my faith in the Amer- 
ican worker. Level the playing field and the 
American worker will outthink, outproduce, 
outperform anyone, anywhere, anytime. 

And I say let the world know we are in 
it to win. Don’t listen to those talking heads 
out there, the folks who can’t seem to feel 
good unless they've got something bad to say 
about our great country. If you think I feel 
strongly about this one, you ought to hear 
Barbara Bush, the Silver Fox, speak about 
it. [Laughter.] She wouldn’t even let me lis- 
ten to the TV news last night. There’s a lot 
of gloom and doom out there. 
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America isn’t a nation that gets ahead by 
tearing down others. Time after time, Ameri- 
ca’s been called upon. And time after time, 
America has met the challenge. And this time 
America will do it again. 

Think back to one year ago today, to the 
calm after Desert Storm. Ask any one of the 
proud sons and daughters of Georgia who 
became a liberator of Kuwait, and they'll tell 
you military strength is nothing without 
moral support right here at home. 

I won't ever forget my visit during those 
difficult times to Ft. Stewart, Georgia. The 
wives and parents that I talked to, the people 
who, their loved ones in harm’s way, still told 
me this: America must do what is right. And 
their quiet courage and their patriotism said 
it all to me. It was an emotional time, I'll 
tell you. And never would this country tuck 
tail and let aggression stand. America would 
do what was right and good and just, and 
America would prevail. 

And there were those who didn’t support 
us then, and there are those who second- 
guess us now. But not the good people of 
Georgia. In those difficult days when our kids 
laid it all on the line, this State, its young 
men and women never wavered because, you 
see, Georgia kept the faith. And we’re bring- 
ing that same spirit to the fight we face today. 

From next Tuesday through the first Tues- 
day in November, we are going to take our 
message all across the country. You don’t 
have to be a negative message. You don’t 
have to always be saying something bad 
about somebody else. We've got lots to be 
proud of, lots to advocate, lots to be for. 

So if you want to send a message to Wash- 
ington, send this President back for 4 more 
years and send—— 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Send more good Georgia 
Republicans to Congress to help out this 
leader right here. 

Let me close with just a couple of words 
right from the heart. Barbara and I are 
blessed. We are blessed to serve at this mo- 
ment in time when so many of the old fears 
have been driven away. When so many new 
hopes stand within our reach. And since the 
day I took the oath of office, I made it my 
duty always to try to do what is right for this 
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country. I have given it my best. I have done 
my level best, and I’m not done yet. 

And I ask the good people of Georgia— 
together we've got a lot to be proud of. I 
take particular pride that the young people 
in this country go to bed at night not worry- 
ing about nuclear holocaust. I think that’s 
something good and something strong and 
says something wonderful about what’s hap- 
pened in the last few years. But my pitch 
to you, the leaders of this great State, is un- 
ashamedly this: Together we have made a 
great beginning; now, you give me 4 more 
years to finish the job. 

Thank you all for this warm welcome. And 
may God bless the United States of America. 
And be sure to get to the polls next Tuesday. 
Many, many thanks. 

Audience member. 
Bush country. 

The President. Thank you all very, very 


much. 


Amen. Georgia’s 


Note: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. at 
the Marriott Marquis Hotel. In his remarks, 
he referred to former Congressman Howard 
(Bo) Callaway. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 


Remarks at the Bush-Quayle 
Campaign Welcome in Savannah, 
Georgia 

March 1, 1992 


Thank you very much, Mayor. And may 
I be bold enough to say I think Savannah 
has a first-class new mayor, and I’m glad to 
have her here at my side today. And thank 
you all for this warm welcome. It’s great to 
see so many friends. Standing next to me 
over here is one of the great Governors 
across our country, Governor Carroll Camp- 
bell of South Carolina. And I am very much 
indebted to him for his support. Alec 
Poitevient is the chairman of the Party here, 
doing a first-class job. Fred Cooper is our 
statewide chairman for Bush-Quayle. And of 
course, Newt Gingrich, doing a superb job 
for this State and for our country in Washing- 
ton, DC. 


Feb. 29 / Administration of George Bush, 1992 


May I thank the band over there from 
Bradwell. And somewhere out here is 
Vidalia, right over there. And may I single 
out all the veterans of Desert Storm here 
today and to every one of you who have come 
down to the Riverfront to show your support. 
I’m glad to see all this activity. You'll notice 
I brought along my newest mode of transpor- 
tation, “Riverboat One” right back here. 
[Laughter] 

Well, we’re here today because we believe 
that we're on the right side of these big is- 
sues, on the issues that shape the world and 
on the values that are close to home. I’m 
talking about jobs. I am talking about family. 
I am talking about world peace, for ourselves 
and for all of our kids. Jobs, family, and world 
peace. 

And I believe all the people of Savannah 
and all the people of this great State believe 
that parents, not the Government, ought to 
make the decisions that matter in life. Par- 
ents, not Government, should choose the 
children’s schools. And when it comes to 
child care, parents, not the Government, 
should choose who cares for the children. 
And I also think on this Sunday, and my 
views will never change on this, I believe 
there is a place for voluntary prayer in our 
children’s classrooms. And I think, on this 
gorgeous family day, on this beautiful Sunday 
here in Savannah, I think we should put it 
this way: America is first as long as we put 
the family first. 

Let me just say a word about the number 
one issue ys | our country today: It’s the 
economy; it’s jobs. And that’s what’s keeping 
people up late at night, worrying about how 
they’re going to pay the bills and put food 
on the table and care for their kids and still 
manage to put away something for their own 
retirement. We've got to get this Nation’s 
economy moving. That’s why, in that State 
of the Union Address I gave, I laid out a 
two-part plan to spark economic recovery, to 
create jobs: a seven-point short-term plan to 
stimulate the economy as early as this spring 
and then a longer term plan to keep America 
growing tomorrow and into the next century. 

And because I know Congress tends to 
drag its feet, I set a deadline to help them 
along the way. But regrettably, the liberals 
that control the Congress had other ideas. 
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Instead of passing my plan, they pushed 
through one of their own. Here’s what’s in 
it: a tiny tax cut, 25 cents a day for every 
person, but in exchange for $100 billion in 
taxes. If you feel the way I do, tell the Con- 
gress, “Keep the change, and keep your 
hands off the taxpayers’ wallets.” 

If the liberal Democrats decided to make 
that two-bit tax cut permanent, they’d have 
to jack up the tax rate for every American 
making more than $35,000 a year. You heard 
that right, $35,000. Now, go tell that to some 
schoolteacher that’s working her or his heart 
out for our kids. That is not fair, and I am 
not going to let it happen. They're going to 
tax the middle class for the same reason 
Willie Sutton robbed banks, because that’s 
where the money is. And I’m not going to 
let them do that to you the taxpayers of Sa- 
vannah. But listen, you saw that bill the other 
day, so let me make it very clear, with one 
of our great leaders standing next to me, if 
the tax-and-spend plan reaches my desk, I 
am going to sent it right back. I will veto 
it fast; it will make your head spin. They want 
to raise the taxes, and I want get this country 
back to work. 

And there’s one critical part of our eco- 
nomic future that I want to talk to you about 
today, and that’s really the kind of legacy we 
leave these young ones, our children. The 
world our kids call home will be far different 
than the world that we grew up in. The com- 
petition now comes from around the world, 
not just down the street. In that new world, 
there’s a new economic reality. If we want 
to succeed economically at home, we've got 
to lead economically abroad. 

And if this Nation needed any proof of 
that, I just said, “It’s right here in Savannah.” 
Statewide, Georgia’s export business is 
booming, nearly $14 billion in 1991 for man- 
ufactured exports alone. Look around the 
Riverfront. More and more ships pass in and 
out of this harbor, saluting the Waving Girl. 
Today and every day this bustling hub of 
international trade puts jobs in your commu- 
nities, money in your pockets, and dinner on 
your tables. Nearly 13 million tons of goods, 
billions of dollars in international trade, flow 
through your wonderful port. And in the part 
of Savannah alone, all that trade traffic adds 
up to 58,000 jobs for Georgia. 
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The world is at Savannah’s doorstep. 
We've got to keep the door open, and I’m 
confident that we will. And that’s why I’ve 
fought every day of my administration to 
open foreign markets and to guard against 
the siren’s call of isolation and protection. 
Georgians are reaching out; they are not pull- 
ing back. Give you a little detail that I think 
is good for the rest of the country. Right 
here, we're creating edditional opportunities 
for U.S. exports, companies like Savannah 
Foods and Fort Howard Paper and Union 
Camp—the V.P. is with us, Sid Nutting is 
with us here today. And their people are 
working hard to compete, and we’re behind 
them al the way. 

But the opponents are not about to let fact 
intrude on fantasy. They are peddling protec- 
tionism; they are peddling a retreat from eco- 
nomic reality. Now, you cut through all the 
weemag posturing, all the tough talk about 
ighting back by closing out foreign goods, 
and look closely: That is not the American 
flag they’re waving; it is the white flag of sur- 
render. And that is not the America that you 
and I know. We don’t cut and run in this 
country; we compete. Never in this Nation’s 
long history have we turned our back on chal- 
lenge, and we are not about to start right 
new. So I put my faith in the American work- 
er, and I say: Level the playing field, and 
the American worker’ will outthink, 
outproduce, outperform anyone, anywhere, 
anytime. And let me add this: America is in 
it to win. 

Think back one year, one year ago today, 
to the calm after Desert Storm. Ask any one 
of the proud sons and daughters of Georgia 
who became a liberator of Kuwait, and they'll 
tell you: Military strength doesn’t mean a 
thing without moral support right here at 
home. Georgia did its part and more. This 
port beadlied over 200,000 tons of cargo for 
Desert Storm. Nearly 10,000 sons and 
daughters of Georgia were called up through 
the Reserves and the National Guard, and 
thousands more answered the call from Fort 
Stewart or from Hunter Army Airfield. 

And I'll never forget my visit to Fort Stew- 
art during those difficult days, the wives and 
the parents that I talked to, people with their 
loved one in harm’s way, many of them gone 
for months. Their quiet courage said it all: 
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Never would this country tuck tail and let 
aggression stand. America would do what was 
right and good and just. And America would 
prevail. 

There were those who did not support us 
then, and there are those who second-guess 
us now. But not the good people of Georgia. 
In those difficult days, when our kids laid 
it all on the line, Georgia never wavered. 
Georgia kept its faith in freedom. Georgia 
said with me: Aggression will not stand. And 
I say thank you to the people of this great 
State. 

And now we're locked in a political strug- 
gle, and I’m going to try to keep it above 
the fray. I’ve got to continue to be the Presi- 
dent of this great country, honored to be that 
President. And I’ve been trying to keep 
things on a positive plane. But let me just 
say this to you: From next Tuesday through 
the first Tuesday in November, we’re going 
to take our message all across this country. 
And my view is, if you want to send a message 
to Washington, send this President back for 
4 more years, and send more good Georgia 
Republicans to the Congress. 

People know that we're in a battle for the 
future. It’s about jobs. It’s about family. It’s 
about world peace and about the kind of leg- 
acy we're going to leave our kids. And so, 
let some opponents sign the retreat, run from 
the new realities, seek refuge in a world of 
protectionism or high taxes or even bigger 
Government. That’s not the future we want 
for our kids. And we believe in our country. 
And we believe we will move forward with 
open markets and low taxes and less Govern- 
ment, all focused on creating and preserving 
jobs. So we need your support. 

Let me just close today with a few words 
from the heart. Barbara and I are blessed, 
blessed to serve this great Nation of ours at 
a moment in history when so many of the 
old fears have been driven away, when so 
many new hopes stand within our reach. Old 
fears: When I see these young kids, I think 
we're fortunate that they go to bed now wor- 
rying less about a nuclear holocaust than hap- 
pened 5 or 10 years ago. We are blessed that 
we have brought peace to this world. And 
because we've stood strong, we've beaten 


back aggression. 
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But since the day I took the oath of office, 
I’ve made it my duty to work for what’s right 
for America. I go back—I guess we all do— 
to what our families say. I go back to what 
my mother says: Try your hardest, do your 
best. Well, let me tell you something, I’m 
not done yet. I say to the good people of 
Georgia: Together we are going to make a 
great new beginning. I’m going to take this 
message to the United States Congress for 
change. Change that Congress, and give the 
values that you believe in a real chance come 
November. 

Thank you for this very warm welcome 
back. And may God bless the people of Geor- 
gia and the people of the United States of 
America. Let us count our blessings on this 


gorgeous day. Thank you, and God bless you 
all. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:20 p.m. at 
the Savannah Riverfront. In his remarks, he 
referred to Susan Weiner, mayor of Savan- 
nah. A tape was not available for verification 
of the content of these remarks. 


Proclamation 6407—Year of the 
American Indian, 1992 


March 2, 1992 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Half a millennium ago, when European ex- 
plorers amazed their compatriots with stories 
of a New World, what they actually described 
was a land that had long been home to Amer- 
ica’s native peoples. In the Northeast part 
of this country and along the Northwest 
coast, generations of tribes fished and hunt- 
ed; others farmed the rich soils of the South- 
east and Great Plains, while nomadic tribes 
roamed and foraged across the Great Basin. 
In the arid Southwest, native peoples irri- 
gated the desert, cultivating what land they 
could. Each tribe formed a thriving commu- 
nity with its own customs, traditions, and sys- 
tem of social order. 

The contributions that Native Americans 
have made to our Nation’s history and cul- 
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ture are as numerous and varied as the tribes 
themselves. Over the years, they have added 
to their ancient wealth of art and folklore a 
rich legacy of service and achievement. 
Today we gratefully recall Native Americans 
who helped the early European settlers to 
survive in a strange new land; we salute the 
Navajo Code Talkers of World War II and 
all those Native Americans who have distin- 
guished themselves in service to our country; 
and we remember those men and women of 
Indian descent—such as the great athlete, 
Jim Thorpe and our 3l1st Vice President, 
Charles Curtis—who have instilled pride in 
others by reaching the heights of their re- 
spective fields. We also celebrate, with spe- 
cial admiration and gratitude, another endur- 
ing legacy of Native Americans: their close 
attachment to the land and their exemplary 
stewardship of its natural resources. In vir- 
tually every realm of our national life, the 
contributions of America’s original inhab- 
itants and their descendants continue. 

During 1992, we will honor this country’s 
native peoples as vital participants in the his- 
tory of the United States. This year gives us 
the opportunity to recognize the special place 
that Native Americans hold in our society, 
to affirm the right of Indian tribes to exist 
as sovereign entities, and to seek greater mu- 
tual understanding and trust. Therefore, we 
gratefully salute all American Indians, ex- 
pressing our support for tribal self-deter- 
mination and assisting with efforts to cele- 
brate and preserve each tribe’s unique cul- 
tural heritage. 

The Congress, by Public Law 102-188, has 
designated 1992 as the “Year of the American 
Indian” and has authorized and requested 
the President to issue a proclamation in ob- 
servance of this year. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim 1992 as the Year of the 
American Indian. I encourage Federal, State, 
and local government officials, interested 
groups and organizations, and the people of 
the United States to observe this year with 
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and ac- 
tivities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this second day of March, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine- 
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ty-two, and of the Independence of the Unit- 
ed States of America the two hundred and 
sixteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:34 a.m., March 3, 1992] 


Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on March 4. 


Message to the Congress 
Transmitting the Finland-United 
States Social Security Agreement 


March 2, 1992 


To the Congress of the United States: 

Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the Social 
Security Act, as amended by the Social Secu- 
rity Amendments of 1977 (Public Law 95- 
216; 42 U.S.C. 433(e)(1)), I transmit here- 
with the Agreement between the United 
States of America and the Republic of Fin- 
land on Social Security, which consists of two 
separate instruments—a principal agreement 
and an administrative arrangement. The 
agreement was signed at Helsinki on June 
3, 1991. 

The United States-Finland agreement is 
similar in objective to the social security 
agreements already in force with Austria, 
Belgium, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, 
the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, and the United King- 
dom. Such bilateral agreements provide for 
limited coordination between the United 
States and foreign social security systems to 
eliminate dual social security coverage and 
taxation, and to help prevent the loss of bene- 
fit protection that can occur when workers 
divide their careers between two countries. 

I also transmit for the information of the 
Congress a report prepared by the Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services, provid- 
ing explanation of the key points of the agree- 
ment, along with a paragraph-by-paragraph 
explanation of the provisions of the principal 
agreement and the related administrative ar- 
rangement. In addition, as required by sec- 
tion 433(e)(1) of the Social Security Act, a 
report on the effect of the agreement on in- 
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come and expenditures of the U.S. Social Se- 
curity program and the number of individuals 
affected by the agreement is also enclosed. 
I note that the Department of State and the 
Department of Health and Human Services 
have recommended the agreement and relat- 
ed documents to me. 


I commend the Agreement between the 
United States of America and the Republic 
of Finland on Social Security and related 
documents. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
March 2, 1992. 


Message to the House of 
Representatives Returning Without 
Approval the United States-China 
Act of 1991 


March 2, 1992 


To the House of Representatives: 


I am returning herewith without my ap- 
proval H.R. 2212, the “United States-China 
Act of 1991,” which places additional condi- 
tions on renewal of China’s most-favored-na- 
tion (MFN) trade status. 


The sponsors of H.R. 2212 believe they 
can promote broad economic and forei 
policy objectives in China by placing a 
tions on the renewal of China’s MFN status. 
They expect that the Chinese will improve 
respect for human rights, cooperate in arms 
control, and drop barriers to trade, given a 
choice between losing MFN and addressing 
these concerns. 


Let me state at the outset that my Admin- 
istration shares the goals and objectives of 
H.R. 2212. Upholding the sanctity of human 
rights, controlling the spread of weapons of 
mass destruction, and free and fair trade are 
issues of vital concern. My objection lies 
strictly with the methods proposed to achieve 
these aims. 


There is no doubt in my mind that if we 
present China’s leaders with an ultimatum 
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on MFN, the result will be weakened ties 
to the West and further repression. The end 
result will not be progress on human rights, 
arms control, or trade. Anyone familiar with 
recent Chinese history can attest that the 
most brutal and protracted periods of repres- 
sion took place precisely when China turned 
inward, against the world. 


Recent agreements by the Chinese to pro- 
tect U.S. intellectual property rights, to abide 
by the Missile Technology Control Regime 
Guidelines, to accede to the Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty by April, and to discuss 
our human rights concerns—after years of 
stonewalling—are the clear achievements of 
my Administration’s policy of comprehensive 
engagement. 


We have the policy tools at hand to deal 
with our concerns effectively and with realis- 
tic chances for success. The Administration’s 
comprehensive policy of engagement on sev- 
eral separate fronts invites China’s leadership 
to act responsibly without leaving any doubts 
about the consequences of Chinese mis- 
deeds. Our approach is one of targeting spe- 
cific areas of concern with the appropriate 
policy instruments to produce the required 
results. H.R. 2212 would severely handicap 
U.S. business in China, penalizing American 
workers and eliminating jobs in this country. 
Conditional MFN status would severely 
damage the Western-oriented, modernizing 
elements in China, weaken Hong Kong, and 
strengthen opposition to democracy and eco- 
nomic reform. 


We are making a difference in China by 
remaining engaged. Because the Congress 
has attached conditions to China’s MFN re- 
newal that will jeopardize this policy, I am 
returning H.R. 2212 to the House of Rep- 
resentatives without my approval. Such ac- 
tion is needed to protect the economic and 
foreign policy interests of the United States. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
March 2, 1992. 
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Message to the Congress 
Transmitting the Annual Report on 
Hazardous Materials Transportation 
March 2, 1992 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the requirements of 
section 109(e) of the Hazardous Materials 
Transportation Act (Public Law 96-633; 49 
U.S.C. 1808(e)), I transmit herewith the An- 
nual Report on Hazardous Materials Trans- 
portation for calendar year 1990. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
March 2, 1992. 


Statement on the Death 
of Albert Bel Fay 


March 2, 1992 


Barbara and I are greatly saddened by the 
death of Albert Bel Fay. Albert was a close 
personal friend, and we will miss him greatly. 

He was a Texan through and through. He 
was a leader in building the Republican Party 
in Houston, starting in the early 1960’s. Al- 
bert was a mentor who helped guide me in 
my early years in Texas politics, when getting 
Republicans elected was next to impossible. 
His service to the Republican Party has been 
invaluable. 

Barbara and I send our deepest condo- 
lences and offer our prayers to his three chil- 
dren. 


Exchange With Reporters on the 
South Lawn 


March 3, 1992 


The President. | just have a couple of 
brief statements here. But President Yeltsin, 
Boris Yeltsin of the Russian Federation, has 
=a te my invitation to pay a state visit to 
Washington, June 16th and 17th. I view this 
as an excellent opportunity to follow up on 
that historic February lst meeting at Camp 
David. We’re going to review progress on a 
wide range of issues including the ever- 
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strengthening relationship between the two 
countries. We'll get into the nuclear and mili- 
tary questions and then the joint efforts in 
support of reform in Russia. It will give me 
yet another opportunity, this in a very formal 
visit, to pay my respects to Boris Yeltsin who 
is really doing a superb job there. 

The other news, and I don’t want to put 
too much on it, is I was very pleased that 
this morning at 8:30 a.m., the leading indica- 
tors came out and they rose substantially, or 
rose by .9 percent in January. And I think 
it’s a little better than had been expected. 
So, it’s nice to have some encouraging news. 
And then our advisers, economic advisers, 
are a little more optimistic on the housing 
front as well. So, there we are, and just want- 
ed to get those announcements out. 


Taxes 


Q. Sir, do you feel that going along with 
taxes was the biggest mistake of your Presi- 
dency? 

The President. Well, I don’t know about 
the biggest, but yes, I—you see, I’m very dis- 
appointed with Congress. I thought this one 
compromise, and it was a compromise, would 
result in no more tax increases. I thought it 
would result in total control of domestic dis- 
cretionary spending. And now we see Con- 
gress talking about raising taxes again. And 
some in Congress are talking about trying to 
break down the spending caps. And so, I’m 
— And given all of that, yes, a 
mistake. 

Q. Is it a little late, Mr. President, to voice 
regret about this? 

Q. Why the change of heart now? All 
through New Hampshire you defended the 
1990 budget 

The President. Well, I explained why I 
did it. I don’t know whether it was defending 
it. 

Q. But Pat Buchanan kept saying all 
through New Hampshire, “Read my lips. 
Read my lips.” And when you were cam- 
paigning up there you said, “I never signed 
that pledge that you wanted to——” 

The President. Well, we're talking about 
two different things. But what I’m saying is, 
on this deal when you see Congress now 
going for more taxes, my old view is that that 
one compromise probably wasn’t worth it, al- 
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though I’m going to still stay very firmly on 
these spending caps. 

Q. Mr. President, though, the day before 
the primary to say that you now regret having 
done this, isn’t that a little bit late to do that, 
sir? And can it be seen as a little bit dis- 
ingenuous? 

The President. | don’t know whether it’s 
late or not, it’s just the way I feel given what’s 
going on on Capitol Hill. It’s getting intense. 
As you know, the House passed a tax bill 
which I'll veto. And now, much to my con- 
sternation, you see the Senate going about 
the same old business. So, this just gangs up 
on you, plus the political flak out there. 


Economic Plan 


Q. With respect to your short-term growth 
package, many prominent economists, and 
including Federal Reserve Board Chairman 
Alan Greenspan, have said that given the 
economic realities it would be better not to 
tinker with the Tax Code at all, whether it’s 
for tax incentives or for tax increases. How 
do you respond to that? 

The President. I don’t know that Green- 
span was addressing himself to our growth 
package, but clearly a lot of economists are 
opposing what’s happening in terms of these 
broad across-the-board handouts. And our 
incentive program, I think, would have in- 
stant stimulation on the economy. Instant. 
And it would restore confidence very quickly. 
It’s getting increasingly difficult, given the 
votes up there, and that’s one of the reasons 
that I’m as frustrated as I am. 

Q. If I may follow up, though. I think he 
was speaking in broad terms about any sort 
of short-term fiscal stimulus, whether it’s 
your package or a Democrat's. 

The President. Well, you'll have to ask 
Greenspan what he’s speaking about. I think 
short-term stimulus, such as I mentioned, 
would stimulate the economy and would be 
very good for housing. I think housing would 
lead this recovery much quicker. You know 
my view on capital gains. So, ask him about 
his view, and I’ve just given you mine. 

Yes? And I’ve got to get going. 


Reducing Federal Government 


Q. You’ve been saying that Government 
has grown too big, spends too much. Have 
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you looked at your Agriculture Department 
where the numbers of employees has grown? 

The President. Haven't had a chance to 
look at that lately, but I'll take a look at it. 
Is it getting—I mean, what we’re doing is 
total Government personnel, I believe you'll 
see is down, a lot of that obviously coming 
from reductions in the Defense Department. 
But I haven’t looked at the Ag Department. 


Presidential Primaries 


Q. How do you think you'll do today, sir? 

Q. You say you were misled by the Demo- 
crats 2 years ago? 

The President. Huh? 

Q. How do you think you'll do in today’s 
primaries? 

The President. | think I'll win them. I 
think I’ll win them. 


Taxes 


Q. Were you misled by the Democrats? 

The President. Well, I had the distinct 
feeling that that one deal would be the one- 
time compromise. And as far as I’m con- 
cerned, it is. I’m going to veto their tax bill. 
So, we'll just leave it there. But I’d like to 
see them move forward on these incentives 
that we’re talking about. 

Q. Was it the biggest mistake, too, politi- 
cally? 

The President. Well, I don’t know. I don’t 
know. We'll see. 

Q. Thank you. 


Note: The exchange began at 9:53 a.m. prior 
to the President’s departure for Chicago, IL. 


Remarks to the National Association 
of Evangelicals in Chicago, Illinois 
March 3, 1992 


Thank you for that welcome. And to Dr. 
Johnson, Dr. Billy Melvin, Don Argue, Dave 
Rambo, Bob Dugan, my sincere thanks, not 
just to you all, to everyone up here, but to 
all of you for that very warm welcome. 

And I'd like to open, if I may, on a personal 
note, to thank you for the help that you've 
given me over the years. And I’m not really 
referring to the fine work that your team in 
Washington has been doing, although they've 
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been of great help to our administration, ad- 
vancing the values we share. Nor am I think- 
ing only of the wonderful work you do in 
world relief and in helping people around 
this world, which is superb work. But my 
thanks are really more personal than that, 
and Barbara and I particularly want to thank 
you for your prayers. As I said many times 
before, prayer always has been important in 
our lives. And without it, I really am con- 
vinced, more and more convinced, that no 
man or no woman, who has the privilege of 
serving in the Presidency, ane carry out 
their duties without prayer. I think of Lin- 
coln’s famous remark, “I’ve been driven 
many times to my knees by the overwhelm- 
ing conviction that I had nowhere else to go.” 

The intercessionary prayers that so many 
Americans make on behalf of the President 
of the United States, in this instance, on be- 
half of me, and also of my family, they inspire 
us, and they give us strength. And I just want- 
ed you to know that, and Barbara and I are 
very, very grateful to you. 

I am delighted to have this opportunity to 
speak to this most prestigious meeting, to 
speak with you today on the occasion of your 
50th anniversary. Your theme: Forward in 
faith. And that says as much about your 
movement, much about what evangelicals 
have brought to America over its lifetime. 
Evangelicals point our country toward the fu- 
ture, and with the diligence and hard work 
and confidence that only a firm faith can pro- 
vide. In so many crucial ways, your concerns 
are the concerns of your countrymen. 

We agree on the big issues that shape the 
world and on the values, on the values so 
close to home. I’m talking about jobs, obvi- 
ously; about family; about world peace, for 
ourselves and I guess even more important, 
for our kids, for the generations coming 
along. 

And we agree that we must speak out 
against racial bigotry and against anti-Semi- 
tism. And as I stressed in my State of the 
Union Address, it’s especially critical in these 
days of economic difficulty to point out that 
racial bigotry and anti-Semitism simply have 
no place in America. 

You want, as all Americans do, safe streets 
for your children. You want schools where 
your children can receive the finest possible 
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education, to prepare them for a life of indus- 
try and good citizenship and faith in God. 
And I believe that means that you are enti- 
tled to choose your children’s schools. 

You want a government that understands 
the limited role that it must play in a nation 
of free men and women; a government that 
promotes economic growth and opportunity; 
a government that spends your tax money 
for the common oul and for the common 
good alone. 

And you want for yourselves and your 
country that most precious of gifts, peace on 
Earth. You understand that peace comes not 
from vacillation and weakness, but from clar- 
ity of purpose and from strength. The last 
time a President came before you, I note that 
it is almost 8 years to the day, our country 
was nearing the climax of a titanic struggle, 
the cold war. President Reagan spoke to you 
then of what America must do to win this 
hard and bitter peace. Like you, President 
Reagan and I understood that the cold war 
wasn’t simply some mundane competition 
between rival world powers. It was a struggle 
for the mind of man. 

On one side was a system dedicated to de- 
nying the life of the spirit and celebrating 
the omnipotence of the state. On the other, 
was a system founded on a profound truth, 
that our Creator has endowed his children 
with inalienable rights that no government 
can deny. 

And now, 8 years later, we can say con- 
fidently, Americans won the cold war. We 
won it by standing for what’s right. Tonight 
our children and grandchildren—and I take 
great joy in this—tonight our children and 
our grandchildren will go to their beds 
untroubled by the fears of nuclear holocaust 
that haunted two generations of Americans. 
In our prayers we asked for God’s help. I 
know our family did, and I expect all of you 
did. We asked for God’s help. And now in 
this shining outcome, in this er tri- 
umph of good over evil, we should thank 
God. We should give thanks. 

By the way, I notice from your Washington 
newsletter that recently even Time magazine 
called the old Soviet Union an evil empire. 
Now they tell us. [Laughter] I think you will 
recall only a few years ago when—many of 
you know this—about the time when Bill 
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Graham went to the Soviet Union. And he 
came back and told a lot of people, told us 
of the people’s hunger for religion. And some 
did not believe him then. Nobody here 
doubted that. But some across our country 
simply could not believe that. But now, no 
one doubts him. I know evangelicals under- 
stood this all along. 

Our victory in the cold war came from the 
kind of work performed by people here in 
this room. Many of you, many of you bravely 
brought Bibles behind the Iron Curtain, 
sharing the word of God with people who 
longed for it. And through your World Relief 
Corporation and other enterprises, you 
helped resettle thousands who were fleeing 
oppression. Many evangelicals risked their 
lives to bring theological training where such 
training was forbidden. 

And now in the free countries of the 
former Communist bloc, your work contin- 
ues to ensure that the vacuum left by com- 
munism’s demise is filled by faith. You and 
I both know there is more to do in the cause 
of religious freedom, and you have my full 
support in that effort. Rest assured, our 
country, indeed the world, will be forever 
grateful for what you have done. 

Americans are the most religious people 
on Earth. And we have always instinctively 
sensed that God’s purpose was bound up 
with the cause of liberty. The Founders un- 
derstood this. As Jefferson put it, “Can the 
liberties of a nation be thought secure when 
we have removed their only firm basis, a con- 
viction in the minds of the people that these 
liberties are the gift of God?” That conviction 
is enshrined in our Declaration of Independ- 
ence and in our Constitution. And it’s no ac- 
cident that in drafting our Bill of Rights, the 
Founders dedicated the first portion of our 
first amendment to religious liberty. We 
rightly emphasize the opening clause of that 
amendment, which forbids government from 
establishing religion. In fact, I believe the es- 
tablishment clause has been a great boon to 
our country’s religious life. One reason reli- 
gion flourishes in America is that worship can 
never be controlled by the state. 

But in recent times we have too often ig- 
nored the clause that fc!lows, which forbids 
government from prohibiting the free exer- 
cise of religion. This myopia has in some 
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places resulted in an aggressive campaign 
against religious belief itself. Some people 
seem to believe that freedom of religion re- 
quires government to keep our lives free 
from religion. Well, I believe they're just 
plain wrong. Our government was founded 
on faith. Government must never promote 
a religion, of course, but it is duty bound 
to promote religious liberty. And it must 
never put the believer at a disadvantage be- 
cause of his belief. That is the challenge that 
our administration has undertaken. To be 
succinct, it is my conviction that children 
have a right to voluntary prayer in the public 
schools. 

And we must hold the line on state inter- 
vention in other areas as well. Two years ago, 
for example, we were in a tough fight on Cap- 
itol Hill over child care legislation. But with 
the invaluable help of your group and of 
other pro-family organizations, we kept 
choice of child care out of the hands of the 
Government bureaucrats and kept it where 
it belongs, in the hands of the parents. And 
you remember the fight, but we were deter- 
mined to help families get the kind of child 
care they want. And that included church- 
based care. And that’s the way the law is now, 
and that’s the way it should be. 

And we will continue to fight for the par- 
ents’ right to choose their children’s schools. 
School choice is at the heart of America 2000, 
our strategy to literally revolutionize Amer- 
ican education. All parents, rich or poor, 
must have the right to choose the kind of 
education their children will receive. And as 
I’ve said many times, that must include reli- 
gious-based schools. 

For many years Americans saw another 
disturbing trend. Judges, legislating from the 
bench, steadily expanded the power of gov- 
ernment over the lives of ordinary Ameri- 
cans. Today, I am happy to report to you 
that that trend is over. Over the past 3 years 
I have appointed more than 160 judges who 
understand the limits of government and the 
rights of parents; judges who punish crimi- 
nals, not honest cops out trying to do their 
jobs. And I am very proud of the two fine 
men who have taken their place on the Su- 
preme Court since I’ve been President, Jus- 
tice David Souter and Justice Clarence 
Thomas. 
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We must do everything in our power to 
preserve the institution that nurtures faith, 
the family. And I am firmly convinced that 
our greatest problems today, from drugs and 
welfare dependency to crime and moral 
breakdown, spring from the deterioration of 
the American family. And too often 
overweening government has aided the trag- 


edy. 


Recently I announced a new commission 
to isolate the causes of the family’s decline. 
And I did that after meeting with Democratic 
mayors and Republican mayors from the Na- 
tional League of Cities, some from big cities, 
some from small, all saying what I’ve just 
said. The fundamental problem is the decline 
of the family when you look at these urban 
problems. I think you'll agree that I found 
the right man to lead the commission, your 
layman of the year, last year, Governor John 
Ashcroft of the State of Missouri. John knows 
the importance that we place on strengthen- 
ing the families. Families must come first in 
America. 


We must always guard against laws that 
weaken the family, weaken traditional values. 
And at the same time, we can take positive 
steps to strengthen them. Here’s an example 
that will begin to address the real costs of 
childiearing. I have asked Congress to in- 
crease the child tax exemption by $500 per 
child, and I want the Congress to do it now. 


We're also waging war against the forces 
that would tear the family apart. In 1990 
alone, our agents from the FBI and Customs 
and Postal Inspection Service won 245 con- 
victions against the smut merchants who deal 
in child pornography. These creatures have 
been put on notice. There is no place in 
America for this horrifying exploitation of 


children. 


Faith, family: these are the values that sus- 
tain the greatest Nation on Earth. And to 
these values we must add the infinitely pre- 
cious value of life itself. Let me be clear: 
I support the right to life. Six times the Con- 
gress has sent me legislation permitting Fed- 
eral funding of abortion, and six times I’ve 
told them no and vetoed these bills. 
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Now we've got another fight. The Demo- 
cratic Congress has opened up yet another 
front in this battle. Tomorrow they will begin 
hearings on new legislation, and they call it 
the freedom of choice act. And it would im- 
pose on all 50 States an unprecedented re- 
gime of abortion on demand going well be- 
yond even Roe versus Wade. It would block 
many State laws requiring that parents be 
told about abortions being performed on 
their young daughters, even though the Su- 
preme Court has upheld such laws five times. 
It would override State laws restricting sex- 
selection abortions. And it would severely 
limit the State’s ability to impose meaningful 
restrictions on abortions performed in the 
8th or even the 9th month of pregnancy. This 
is not right. And it will not become law as 
long as I am President of the United States 
of America. 


Lincoln once said, “My concern is not 
whether God is on our side, but whether we 
are on God’s side. As President I have often 
spoken of service, not simply public service, 


but personal service, one human being com- 
ing to the aid of another. And I’m always 
reminded of a phrase from the Book of Com- 


mon Prayer: “Oh, God . . . whose service 
is freedom.” We must be sustained by the 
confidence that in serving others, in promot- 
ing the values of faith and family and life, 
we serve Him as well. It is this confidence 
that will enable us to move our country for- 
ward in faith, and—remember one Nation 
under God. 


Thank you, and may God bless you and 
your wonderful work. And thank you for hav- 
ing me with you. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:57 a.m. at 
the Hyatt Regency O’Hare Hotel. In his re- 
marks, he referred to B. Edgar Johnson, 
president, Billy Melvin, executive director, 
Don Argue, first vice president, and David 
Rambo, second director of the National Asso- 
ciation of Evangelicals. The President also re- 
ferred to Robert Dugan, director of the asso- 
ciation’s office of public affairs in Washing- 
ton, DC. 
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Executive Order 12790—Amending 
the Order Establishing the 
Southwest Asia Service Medal 


March 3, 1992 


e Constitution and the laws of the Unit- 
ed States of America, including my authority 
as Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces 
of the United States, it is hereby ordered that 
Executive Order No. 12754 of March 12, 
1991, is amended as follows: 

Section 1. Section 1 is amended by delet- 
ing in the second sentence “Armed Forces” 
and by inserting in lieu thereof “Uniformed 
Services.” 

Sec. 2. Section 3 is amended to read: “The 
Secretaries of the Military Departments, with 
the approval of the Secretary of Defense; the 
Secretary of Transportation, with respect to 
the Coast Guard when it is not operating as 
a service in the Navy; the Secretary of Com- 
merce, with respect to the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration; and the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services, 
with respect to the Public Health Service, 
are directed to prescribe uniform regulations 
governing the award and wearing of the 
Southwest Asia Service Medal.” 


George Bush 


! the authority vested in me as President 
byt 


The White House, 
March 3, 1992. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:59 a.m., March 4, 1992] 


Note: This Executive order was published in 
the Federal Register on March 5. 


Message to the Congress Reporting 
on the Certification of Countries 
Prohibiting Yellowfin Tuna 


March 3, 1992 


To the Congress of the United States: 
Pursuant to the provisions of subsection 
(b) of the Pelly Amendment to the Fisher- 
men’s Protective Act of 1967, as amended 
(22 U.S.C. 1978(b)), I am reporting to you 
that the Secretary of Commerce reported to 
me that shipments of yellowfin tuna or prod- 
ucts derived from yellowfin tuna harvested 
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by Venezuela in the eastern tropical Pacific 
Ocean (ETP) have been prohibited from the 
countries of Costa Rica, France, and Italy 
since June 25, 1991. 

The Secretary’s letter to me is deemed to 
be a certification for the purposes of sub- 
section (a) of the Pelly Amendment. Sub- 
section (a) requires that I consider and, at 
my discretion, order the prohibition of im- 
ports into the United States of fish and fish 
products from Costa Rica, France, and Italy 
to the extent that such prohibition is consist- 
ent with the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade. Subsection (b) requires me to re- 
port to the Congress within 60 days following 
certification on the actions taken pursuant to 
the certification; if all fish imports have not 
been prohibited, the report must state the 
reasons for so doing. 

After thorough review, I have determined 
that sanctions against Costa Rica, France, 
and Italy will not be imposed at this time 
while we continue to work toward an inter- 
national dolphin conservation program in the 
ETP. Costa Rica, France, and Italy will con- 
tinue to be certified. I will make further re- 
ports to you as developments warrant. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
March 3, 1992. 


Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the Spain-United States Second 
Supplementary Treaty on 
Extradition 


March 3, 1992 


To the Senate of the United States: 

With a view to receiving the advice and 
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans- 
mit herewith the Second Supplementary 
Treaty on Extradition between the United 
States of America and the Kingdom of Spain, 
signed at Madrid on February 9, 1988. I also 
transmit for the information of the Senate 
the report of the Department of State with 
respect to this Supplementary Treaty. 

The Second Supplementary Treaty supple- 
ments and amends the Treaty on Extradition 
between the United States of America and 
Spain, signed at Madrid on May 29, 1970, 
as amended by the Supplementary Treaty on 
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Extradition, signed at Madrid on January 25, 
1975 and is designed to update and standard- 
ize the conditions and procedures for extra- 
dition between the United States and Spain. 
Most significant, it substitutes a dual crimi- 
nality clause for a current list of extraditable 
offenses so that, inter alia, certain additional 
narcotics offenses will be covered by the 
Treaty. The Second Supplementary Treaty 
also provides a legal basis for temporarily sur- 
rendering prisoners to stand trial for crimes 
against the laws of the Requesting State. 

This Supplementary Treaty further rep- 
resents an important step in combatting ter- 
rorism by excluding from the scope of the 
political offense exception serious offenses 
typically committed by terrorists, e.g., mur- 
der; voluntary manslaughter; voluntary as- 
sault and battery inflicting serious bodily 
harm; kidnapping; abduction; hostage-taking; 
illegal detention; the illegal use of explosives, 
automatic weapons, and incendiary or de- 
structive devices or substances; attempt or 
participation in such offenses, as well as con- 
spiracy or illicit association to commit such 
offenses. It also excludes from the reach of 
the political offense exception a murder or 
other willful crime against the person of a 
Head of State or a member of the first family 
of a Contracting Party, as well as any offense 
for which both Contracting Parties have a 
multilateral treaty obligation to extradite the 
person or submit the case to prosecution. 

The provisions in this Supplementary 
Treaty follow generally the form and content 
of extradition treaties recently concluded by 
the United States. Upon entry into force, it 
will supplement and amend the existing Ex- 
tradition Treaty and Supplementary Extra- 
dition Treaty between the United States and 
Spain. 

The Supplementary Treaty will make a sig- 
nificant contribution to international co- 
operation in law enforcement. I recommend 
that the Senate give early and favorable con- 
sideration to the Supplementary Treaty and 
give its advice and consent to ratification. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
March 3, 1992. 
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Statement by Press Secret 

Fitzwater on the President’s Meeting 
With Prime Minister Filip Dimitrov 
of Bulgaria 


March 3, 1992 


The President met for approximately 30 
minutes this afternoon with Bulgarian Prime 
Minister Filip Dimitrov. He welcomed the 
Prime Minister as the first popularly-elected 
Bulgarian leader ever to visit the United 
States and congratulated him on Bulgaria’s 
national day of independence, celebrated 
today. 


The President expressed admiration for 
the determination shown by President 
Zhelev and Prime Minister Dimitrov in ad- 
vancing democracy and human rights, includ- 
ing minority rights, in Bulgaria and in pursu- 
ing a bold program of market economic re- 
form. He expressed America’s firm — 
for Bulgaria as it undertakes this difficult 
transformation and proposed that both coun- 
tries work to promote foreign trade and in- 
vestment, which can bring the capital, know- 
how, and new jobs Bulgaria needs. 


The two leaders also discussed the situa- 
tion in the Balkans. They reaffirmed their 
strong 20% for U.N. peacekeeping efforts 
in Yugoslavia and agreed that all countries 
should act with restraint so as to promote 
confidence and stability in the region. 


Statement on Winning the Georgia 
Primary 


March 3, 1992 


Thanks to the Republican voters of Geor- 
gia, we are another step closer to our goal 
of winning every primary and caucus. After 
the votes are counted in Maryland and Colo- 
rado, I’m confident our campaign will be 
seven-for-seven in this election season. We 
are well on our way to the nomination and 
look forward to taking the battle to the 
Democrats. Barbara and I deeply appreciate 
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the support we received today for our mes- 
sage of jobs, family, and peace. 

To those who have been with me in the 
past but did not vote for me today, I hear 
your concerns and understand your frustra- 
tion with Washington. I am committed to re- 
gaining your support. To get the economy 
moving, I will continue pushing the Demo- 
cratic majority in Congress to enact my 
growth initiatives by the March 20th dead- 


line. 


Exchange With Reporters on the 
Presidential Primaries 


March 4, 1992 


The President. The communications czar 
has told me that we must be moving onward. 
And I can tell your lack of interest or you 
would be going with us on to the Super Tues- 
day States. Why are you not there? 


Q. Are you afraid of Buchanan? 

Q. Do you think you'll consistently lose 
this 30-percent protest vote? 

The President. We're doing well. We won 
everything, and we're going to keep on win- 
ning everything. Tough times out there, and 
I think people are beginning to understand 
that what counts is who wins these primaries. 
So I feel good about it, and I’m not going 
to keep raising the high bar. I’m just goin 
to go one at a time and win them all an 
win the election in the fall. 

So, I’m very grateful to the people that 
worked hard; they’re working in a tough eco- 
nomic environment. I know that. But I’m 
very, very pleased. 

Q. Do you feel good about repenting on 
taxes? 

The President. Yes, very good about that. 

Q. Do you accept the votes for Buchanan 
as votes against you? 

The President. It seems to be that way, 
yes. I think that’s a good way to analyze it. 
But that will turn around. The economy will 
turn around. We'll make some headway with 
Congress eventually, keep trying. And people 
will see that I’m the person to lead this coun- 
try now, as I was in the past. 

Q. margin in 30 percent? 
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The President. This is a high jump. I’m 
not going to raise the bar, nor lower it. Just 
leave it where it is. 


Note: The exchange began at 7:46 a.m. on 
the South Lawn at the White House prior 
to the President's departure for Tampa, FL. 
A tape was not available for verification of 
the content of this exchange. 


Remarks at a Bush-Quayle 
Fundraising Luncheon in Tampa, 
Florida 


March 4, 1992 


Thank you, General. Thank you all very, 
very much. Than you so much. I will have 
a word more to say about the introducer in 
just a minute. But thank you all so much for 
that warm welcome back. Well, I want to 
thank a lot of people, everybody in this audi- 
ence. But I think of Alec Courtelis, our cam- 
paign’s national finance cochairman; Zach 
Zachariah, who has done a great job as our 
chairman here in this wonderful State. I don’t 
think it’s out of order to salute my Florida 
chairman, Jeb Bush. [Laughter] And of 
course, our Florida State chairman, Van 
Poole, a friend of long, long standing. Mike 
Bilirakis is not with us, the Congressman; but 
he and I and Evelyn, his wife, I think she 
is here, we were at the strawberry festival. 
I’ve eaten my second high-calorie dessert in 
three hours. But that was a wonderful occa- 
sion. And Senator Hawkins, Paula Hawkins, 
former Senator, is with us; and of course, 
Al Austin, who has been at my side in his 
most unselfish, productive way over and over 
again. Al, I’m very grateful to you, sir. 

Now a quick word about the introducer, 
Tampa’s favorite son, America’s hero. Last 
year, when General Scowcroft—General 
Scowcroft, sorry-—Brent will be thrilled— 
(laughter|—when General Schwarzkopf 
commanded the largest allied fighting force 
since World War II, he earned a lasting place 
of greatness in the history of our time. There 
is no question of that place in greatness. It 
is going to be there. The revisionists can look 
and figure and debate, but it was a clear, 
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wonderful victory led by an outstanding sol- 
dier. 

This general led a group of fighting men 
and women. He has told me—Colin Powell 
has told me about the merits of these young 
fighters. They included, incidentally, almost 
8,000 Florida reservists and 1,500 Florida 
guardsmen and thousands more sailors and 
airmen from the bases around Florida; and 
of course, the mighty force of Tampa’s own 
central command. 

And I am _ so proud of General 
Schwarzkopf and all the men and women 
that he commanded. And they all said, all 
of us who looked at them say, with your sac- 
rifice, with your courage, with your selfless 
service, you told the world that the United 
States of America will never tuck tail and let 
aggression stand. And you showed that we 
will do what is right and just, and in so doing 
we will prevail. 

When you and those troops laid it all on 
the line, the people of this State never 
wavered. And for this, I want to express to 
all the people, heck with party, heck with 
political ideology. All of the people in this 
State, my profound thanks for this steadfast 
and loyal support in troubled times. Thank 
you, Florida, and thank you to the people 
of Florida. And thank you, most of all, Gen- 
eral Schwarzkopf. 

Now to the politics at hand. We had a good 
day yesterday. You may have trouble reading 
that, but we had a very good day yesterday. 
[Laughter] Somebody asked me: “What does 
it take to win?” And I say to them, I can’t 
remember, what did it take to win the Super 
Bowl? Or maybe Steinbrenner, my friend 
George, will tell us what it takes for the Yanks 
to win: One run. But I went to the strawberry 
festival this morning and ate a piece of short- 
cake over there. Able to enjoy it right away. 
And once I completed it, it didn’t have to 
be approved by Congress, so I just went 
ahead and ate it. [Laughter] That leads me 
to what I want to talk to you about today. 

We've got a lot to do in these next few 
months, because really we’ve got a lot to do 
in the next few years. And I am convinced 
that together, and I am so grateful for your 
support, that we can finish what we've started 
and move this country forward. And to do 
that, I need your support. Help me win the 
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Presidency for 4 more years. And I ask for 
your support for the simplest of reasons: I 
think we believe in the same things, in the 
same values, the same important things. We 
know that taxes are too high because our 
Government is too big, and it spends too 
much. 

And we believe in a strong defense. And 
you listen to the proposals in Washington 
today. They all have these big, spendthrift 
political programs. And how are they going 
to take it? They're going to take it right out 
of the muscle of the defense of this country, 
and I am not going to permit that as Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

We believe in faith and family, responsibil- 
ity and respect. We believe in community 
and, of course, country. And we believe 
there’s a place for getting these values back. 
I happen to believe there’s a place for vol- 
untary prayer in our children’s classrooms, 
and I'd like to see it back. 

I’m firmly convinced of this, that we put 
America first when we put America’s families 
first. So often today politicians can do the 
easy thing, the popular thing. But it’s the 
tough decisions that tell you something about 
character and principle. For I believe in 
things that don’t change from one election 
to the next, things that guide each and every 
one of us each day of the year. And I believe 
in things that have led us to a new era in 
America’s history, the important, fun- 
damentally important things. I mentioned 
family but certainly world peace, certainly 
jobs. 

The cold war is over. And if you want to 
count your blessings, there’s one: The cold 
war is over and America won and the Soviet 
Union collapsed. The Soviet Union collapsed 
and the imperial communism, the com- 
munism without reach, is finished. It’s dead 
all around the world. So, make no mistake 
about it. 

As a result of this tremendous victory in 
Desert Storm, our credibility as a country has 
never ever been higher around the world. 
And it was our leadership that changed the 
world. And now what I want to do is see 
us come together, men and women of this 
great city, all across our country, come to- 
gether and use that same spirit, that same 
leadership, to change America. 
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We are changing it by setting right what 
is simply on the wrong track in our country. 
Take our courts, for example. When the 
rights of the criminal are more important 
than the rights of the victim, that’s wrong. 
And I’m proud of our tough stand on crime, 
and I’m proud of our judicial appointments, 
judges who interpret and do not legislate 
from the Federal Bench. And when fathers 
stop coaching Little League because they're 
afraid of liability lawsuits, that too is wrong. 
And so, we've proposed reforms to our court 
system to reduce the number of frivolous 
lawsuits. I don’t want to get into any trouble 
with the bar association around here, but I 
once quoted to someone that line, “An apple 
a day keeps the doctor away.” And he said, 
“Yeah, well what works for lawyers?” [Laugh- 
ter] 

Legal reform will help our legal process 
work. But, you know the real answer for solv- 
ing problems is to be more concerned with 
helping each other than suing each other. 
That seems to me a fundamental American 
principle. 

Well look, we can’t stop there. More than 
our court system needs reform, like our 
health care system. This is one of great con- 
cern to the people of Florida, not because 
it doesn’t offer the world’s best quality health 
care; it does. I think we’d all agree we are 
blessed by the best quality health care in the 
world. We must reform the system because 
too many people do not have access to insur- 
ance. And all Americans deserve quali 
health care in the sense of well-being that 
it brings. And too many people worry that 
they'll lose their insurance if they change jobs 
or, worse still, if they lose their job. And any- 
body who’s had even minor surgery knows 
that health care costs are going right through 
the roof. 

Well, you know the problem, but what's 
the solution? I can tell you what it’s not first. 
It is not to go down the road of nationalized 
or socialized, expensive programs that we 
hear from the Democratic side. All that 


means—you look at those other —— 


over there—all that means is long lines and 
impersonal service. Well look, you can go 
down to the department of motor vehicles 
for that, you don’t have to go change the 
medical system. [Laughter] So, our ap- 
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proach: make insurance available to all; keep 
the quality high, the bureaucracy low; and 
preserve choice for the patient. 

And the last thing we want and need in 
this country is for the Government telling 
you who your doctor is going to be. Health 
care reform means improving the system, 
and that is what I’m attempting to do with 
this new comprehensive health care program 
that we have now. 

There’s another system where reform 
means changing the system, and I’m talking 
about the welfare system. Let’s face it, too 
often that system perpetuates dependency 
instead of personal responsibility and the dig- 
nity of a job. Too often kids are born into 
yet another generation of despair; no hope, 
no dignity, simply another generation of wel- 
fare recipients. And we've got to change that. 
I’ve asked the Departments and Agencies to 
make it easier for the State and local govern- 
ments to promote policies that protect and 
strengthen families. And we do that through 
what we call a much more flexible waiver 
system. 

We need to help make families whole, help 
bring dignity back into their lives, and go 
after the deadbeat fathers who run out on 
their kids. That’s what we need to be doing 
in reforming and strengthening the welfare 
system in this country. 

We all know when it gets down to—cer- 
tainly it’s true now, Al and I were talking 
about it at lunch, and you can read it in these 

rimary elections across the country. We all 
cay that the number one issue on the minds 
of all Americans is the economy and jobs: 
people worried about providing for their 
families, meeting the everyday challenges of 
paying their bills, providing a home, teaching 
their kids, and setting aside for retirement. 
People are worried. Those that have a job, 
white-collar job perhaps, wonder whether 
they'll have it tomorrow. 

The American people want this economy 
to work. They want it to create, preserve jobs. 
So, in my State of the Union Address I put 
forward a two-part plan. And the first part 
will get business stimulated right now. It 
would bring confidence back now; upgrading 
plant and equipment again; hiring workers 
again. And it uses incentives like the invest- 
ment tax allowance, rapid depreciation. It 
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calls for Congress to wake up and understand 
how the real world works and create jobs by 
cutting the tax on capital gains. 

To get housing back on its feet, I unveiled 
several commonsense proposals to get people 
buying and building homes. And these pro- 
posals will create, in Florida alone, an esti- 
mated 26,500 additional housing starts and 
51,000 new construction jobs. Perhaps the 
most easily understood proposal along those 
lines is a $5,000 tax credit for first-time 
homebuyers. And with our plan, young peo- 
ple almost able to buy that first home could 
do it with that extra $5,000 in their pockets. 
This is good. This is stimulative. This will 
work, This will restore confidence. 

I hate to be critical at a wonderfully non- 
partisan lunch like this. But a word about 
the Democrats’ plan: It’s a rip-off. I’ve stud- 
ied it. I’ve considered it carefully. It’s a rip- 
off. Listen to the deal: Twenty-five cents a 
day in temporary tax relief for 2 years, for 
individuals, paid for, typically, by a large, per- 
manent tax increase. And over in the Senate, 
the bill the Democrats are working on is not 
much better than the one in the House. Its 
centerpiece is a huge tax increase. And the 
last thing our economy needs now is a $100 
billion tax hike. 

And we drew a line in the sand in the Per- 
sian Gulf and kept our word. And I'll draw 
another line in the sand right now. If the 
Democrats send me a monstrosity like the 
bill that passed through the House, I will 
send it right back, vetoing it the day that I 
get it. We are not going to let that happen 
to the taxpayer in this country. 

And they ought to pass this plan and pass 
it soon to make our country more competi- 
tive. And here’s the deadline: March 20th, 
the first day of spring. What a glorious day 
for some action out of the United States Con- 
gress. Just pass the plan and get this economy 
moving again. That’s my charge to them, and 
if they don’t do it, then we'll have to see what 
happens after the 20th. But I'll tell you, I 
think the American people want to say, set 
politics aside for a minute, pass the Presi- 
dent’s plan. And then they and I can go to 
general quarters and fight each other all the 
way to the fall, playing politics. Right now, 
the American people need action that will 
stimulate this economy. 
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There’s a broader gauge, the second part 
of the plan, roadmap to make America com- 
petitive in this fast-changing world of ours. 
Our plan revolutionizes the American edu- 
cation system, none too soon. We’ve got a 
brilliant program called America 2000. 
Doesn’t fine-tune, it just revolutionizes the 
education system in this country. Broad sup- 
port from the Democratic Governors, Re- 
publican Governors alike. I was reading that 
the average eighth-grader spends four times 
as much time watching TV as doing home- 
work. And that is wrong. And we can help 
change that by making our education system 
demand responsibility and demand results. 

Our plan will also get the billions of dollars’ 
worth of Government R&D, research and 
development, more quickly into the hands of 
our private-sector businesses and workers. 
That’s the second part of this longer term 
plan. Get spectacular technological advances 
off the shelf and into the marketplace. We’re 
turning to the Federal labs now, and working 
partnerships with business to get that genius, 
that inventive genius in those labs applied 
to U.S. commercial technology. Get those ad- 
vances off the shelf and into the marketplace. 
And that’s going to produce a real return on 
your tax dollars investment; helping to create 
new products, helping to create new jobs. 
The plan provides tax relief to strengthen the 
family. We raise the tax deduction for chil- 
dren by $500. And make no mistake about 
it, I want all of this plan passed now. I want 
it passed as soon as possible. 

Behind all of this is a very important deci- 
sion for America. To succeed economically 
at home, we have to lead economically 
abroad. Some don’t want us to lead. Some 
don’t think we can compete. They want us 
to shut out the rest of the world. Well, those 
people could not be more wrong. Look over 
you shoulders to the thirties, to the days of 
protection and isolation and America first, in 
that sense. Look what happened to this coun- 
try. Markets shrunk and we ended up in the 
worst depression the world has seen, cer- 
tainly in modern times. 

They couldn’t be more wrong. More than 
200,000 workers in Florida owe their jobs to 
manufactured exports. Last year alone, more 
than $5 billion in exports went out through 
the Tampa customs district. The way to cre- 
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ate jobs here isn’t to cut and run, and we're 
not going to do that, ever. The way to create 
jobs is by opening markets, opening markets 
for exports everywhere i in the world. And I’m 
going to fight hard in every foreign market 
to do that, and I’m going to resist—I don’t 
care about the politics—I am going to resist 
the siren’s call for protection. It is not good 
for America. We are the leaders of the world 
not in retreat. 

And I’m going to fight hard, lastly, in every 
primary, not for my sake but for America’s. 
I believe fundamentally we’re an optimistic 
people. We saw it after Desert Storm. We 
saw the country come together, and we were 
lifted up. And now we're subjected to some 
tough economic times, and there’s some icing 
on that cake, with a lot of gloom and doom 
over and over again coming out of the politi- 
cal process itself. 

I believe the American people want to 
hear about how we're going to address our 
country’s challenges. They want to hear solu- 
tions, not just a lot of name-calling, and run- 
ning this country down. And I might say par- 
enthetically, again without any regard to the 
primaries, I think we've got to come together 
as a country to resist the politics of ugliness 
and hate, racial bigotry and discrimination. 
We've got to stand against that wherever we 
are. 

So, the bottom line is, I need your help. 
I need your help to keep our party strong, 
keep it united so we can win this fall. And 
yes, there are many challenges before us, and 
I guarantee you we're going to meet them. 
We are the United States of America. We're 
going to come out of these rough economic 
times. We are going to continue to lead the 
world. And I, as President, am going to con- 
tinue to see that our national security is sec- 
ond to none around the world. 

We're going to meet these challenges, 
meet them all across the State of Florida 
from the Panhandle down to the Florida 
Keys. And yes, there’s an important election 
next week, and then there’s another one in 
November. And I say this, I hope without 
arrogance, I am confident I am going to win 
this nomination. And I am confident I am 
going to win this election, because I believe 
that the values I’ve touched on here today 
are the fundamental values of the American 
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people. And I will do my level best. I will 
continue to try my hardest in tough times, 
and I will continue to lead the greatest, freest 
Nation on the face of the Earth. But I need 
your support on Tuesday, and I'll need it 
again in November. 

Thank you all, and may God bless our 
great country. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:30 p.m. at 
the Omni Westshore Hotel. In his remarks, 
he referred to Zach Zachariah, Bush-Quayle 
financial cochairman for Florida; Jeb Bush, 
Bush-Quayle chairman for Florida; Van 
Poole, Florida Republican Party chairman; 
and Al Austin, chairman of the luncheon. 


Remarks at the Bush- 
Florida Rally in Hiale 


March 4, 1992 


The President. Thank you very, very 
much. What a wonderful turnout. Thank you. 
Thank you, Jeb. And may I first salute your 
great Congresswoman, Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, 
doing a superb job in Washington, DC; 
Mayor Julio Martinez, also working at this 
important local level. And it’s great to be 
back in south Florida. I believe I am the first 
President to visit Hialeah, but I am sure 
proud to be here. I want to mention three 
other State leaders who can’t be with us 
today, senator Casas and representatives 
Garcia and Rojas. They'd planned on being 
here; they were called to Tallahassee for ac- 
tion in the legislature. And I just pay them 
my respects because they, too, are serving 
you all very, very well. 

I wish we had a little more time here 
today. It would be great to have a Cafe 
Cubano at Chico Two’s, but time won't per- 
mit it. And may I thank the people from 
south Miami here who are providing us with 
this cheering. And right over here, there they 
are, Hialeah. 

I’m going to keep this speech short. When 
you've got to face the voters, you can’t afford 
to give a 4-hour stemwinder, Castro-style. So 
rll y= it shorter. Let me get right to the 
point of this visit. I want to be your President 
for 4 more years. We can, and we will, win 


uayle South 
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elections up and down the line, in Congress, 
in the statehouses, and in local communities, 
for people that share our values, who are 
working for jobs, family, peace. And to- 
gether, we can win a great victory on primary 
day and then another one on November 3d, 
1992. 

You see, I think we agree on the big issues 
that shape the world, on the values that guide 
us at home. And I’m speaking of world peace, 
the importance of family, the need to create 
and sustain good jobs in a productive society. 

We have big plans for this year. Here’s 
what we need to accomplish together. First, 
we are going to get that economy growing 
and thriving. Help me with the Congress. 
And with Ileana’s help, I will try to keep roll- 
ing back a Government that’s too big and 
spending too much. We'll try to keep working 
on that one, Ileana. And we're holding Con- 
gress’ feet to the fire, to meet this March 
20th deadline for tax cuts to create jobs and 
incentives to get the housing market back on 
its feet. Right now, the tired old liberal lead- 
ership in the Congress is moving in the 
wrong direction. 

You know, the House passed a bill that 
would raise taxes $100 billion, and if it comes 
to my desk, I am going to veto it so fast it'll 
make your head swim. And let me say also, 
we've got to break this stranglehold of Gov- 
ernment monopoly on the schools. You see, 
we say don’t let the bureaucrats decide. Let 
the parents decide. Let the parents choose 
where the children go to school. And let 
them have the freedom to choose among pri- 
vate and parochial schools as well as public 
schools. 

Another point, and Jeb touched on it, 
we've got to take back our neighborhoods 
from the thugs and the drug dealers. Part 
of the answer is a tough crime bill in Wash- 
ington, DC. Give me your support to get that 
passed. Our bill gives new protection to 
women and children, those that are victim- 
ized by sex criminals. It stops endless ap- 
peals. And for the worst kind of crimes, it 
provides the death penalty for the cop-killers 
and those narcotic kings. I support our po- 
lice, and I think we need to show more com- 
passion for the victims of crime and be a little 
tougher on the criminals. 
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And let me shift a little bit to a little bit 
to do with foreign affairs. I am looking for- 
ward to the day when democracy has tri- 
umphed and the Castro dictatorship nearby 
is no more. And let me say to those people 
outside who are concerned about their coun- 
try: I want to see democracy restored to 
Haiti, and we will continue to work for the 
return of President Aristide. 

I want to honor the Cuban brave human- 
rights activists and its martyrs for freedom 
and those who died resisting the dictatorship 
of Castro. And I’m looking forward to being 
the first President of the United States to 
set foot on the free soil of post-Castro Cuba. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Let’s iook at the real situa- 
tion in the world. Look around the world. 
Fidel Castro is now hopelessly isolated. And 
let me be very clear shout this: We cannot 
and we will not have a normal dialog with 
Cuba as long as that dictatorship remains in 
power. And we do not and we will not help 
Castro police that prison state. We’re going 
to keep heavy pressure on the outlaw regime, 
and we are going to strictly maintain our em- 
bargo. 

Now let me say, as I look at this situation 
as your President, Castro is showing signs of 
desperation. Over the past year, he has inten- 
sified his persecution of people who attempt 
free expression, of people who try to form 
independent organizations. And the secret 
police have carried out more arrests. The 
Government-controlled mobs are increasing 
their violence against brave individuals who 
stand up for the basic rights and liberties that 
we take for granted in this country. And so, 
Castro is trying to crush the Cuban spirit and 
the Cuban society in a manner like Stalin. 

The world has run out of patience with 
Fidel Castro. Let me give you a profound 
example of what I have just said. Yesterday, 
at the Human Rights Commission in the 
United Nations in Geneva, they voted for the 
strongest action ever against Castro’s human 
rights abuses. And listen to this one: A new 
democracy, a brandnew democracy joined 
the world’s condemnation of Castro’s crimes, 
and that democratic was Russia. Imagine the 
change. Russia condemning Fidel Castro. 
And the vote of that important Commission 
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was overwhelming. The ex-communist states 
of Bulgaria and Hungary and Czechoslovakia 
cosponsored that anti-Castro resolution. But 
not a single Latin American country voted 
to defend Castro. It’s changing. It’s changing 
all around the world. And this man is isolated 
in his dictatorship. 

But let me say this more positively. Let 
me say this more positively: When Castro 
falls, and inevitably he will, we are going to 
be instantly prepared to renew our friendship 
and then help instantly in the rebuilding of 
a free and democratic Cuba. And I’m talking 
about a lot of trade. And while I’m on that 
subject, let me mention in a broad sense that 
the people I am running against for President 
of the United States, or who are running 
against me, do not share this vision of free 
and fair trade. They want to barricade our 
borders against job-creating trade. And 
they're the same kind of people that said to 
Eiineien. “The Earth is at don’t go.” And 
as for me, I’m going to keep working to in- 
crease the flow of foreign trade and invest- 
ment, which is the lifeblood of modern 
Miami. We will not go back to the sorry, sad, 
pessimistic days of protectionism. We’re not 
going to do that as long as I am President. 

My son, Jeb, told me that there were many 
people right here in the Guards and in the 
Reserve and in the regulars that served in 
Desert Storm. And they served with great 
patriotism. And let me say to them: You did 
a first-class job. 

And now you re seeing in this political year 
many people that are saying cut the heart 
out of Shaws. Cut it all up. Cut it away. 
Don’t have a defense. Let me tell you some- 
thing. I am going to keep this country strong 
and ready for the challenges ahead, whatever 
they may be. Yes, we can make cutbacks. Be- 
cause these people fought so well, our credi- 
bility is high, communism is on the run, de- 
mocracy is going forward. We can make cuts 
in defense, ut true to form, the liberals want 
to cut it to the bone. And we must not let 
that happen. I am for prudent cuts. We have 
suggested some. They're on the rec- 
ommendation of the Joint Chiefs and of 
Colin Powell and of Dick Cheney. But I am 
not going to permit these people to gut de- 
fense so they can run off and spend your 
money in a reckless way. 
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When I think of Hialeah, I think of patriot- 
ism and service to country. And the Florida 
reservists and guardsmen answered that call 
for Desert Storm, and airmen and sailors 
from Florida’s bases, and of course, the sol- 
diers of General Schwarzkopf, central com- 
mand all responded. And I am so proud of 
those of you here who served. And with your 
service and with your courage you said, 
“Never will we our tail and let aggres- 
sion stand.” And we fought. And we won. 
And you that served deserve the credit. 

And there were those who didn’t support 
us then, and there are those who second- 
guess us now. But not the good people of 
Hialeah. Not the people of Florida. And 
when our kids laid it on the line, you never 
wavered. And for this, I want to thank the 
people of this great State. 

And every 4 years we have this political 
dance. And now we are in the battle for the 
future of the United States of America. And 
we are determined to leave our kids the best 
legacy possible. We want to lead the world 
in good jobs with productive work. We want 
to remain a powerful force, the single world 
leader for world peace and freedom. And 
we're fighting to protect our most basic insti- 
tution, the one that means so much to the 
people of Hialeah, and I’m talking about the 
family. 

And on primary day and in November, you 
are going to have the future of this country 
in your hands. And you can prove your faith 
in self-government. You can prove that this 
epitomizes success in America, people that 
come here halfway around the world and 
then make a success of their lives. You can 
prove your success, and we can prove the 
pessimists wrong. So stand up and vote for 
what you believe in. Show Florida your 
strength. Show America the power that you 
represent. And give me 4 more years as 
President of the United States of America. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Thank you all. Thank you 
all, and may God bless the greatest country 
on the face of the Earth. Thank you very 
much. 


Note: The President spoke at 6:08 p.m. at 
the Milander Park Stadium. 
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Proclamation 6408—Irish-American 
Heritage Month, 1992 


March 4, 1992 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


They trace their roots to “an isle of won- 
drous beauty,” to a place “as kind as it is 
green.” They are the more than 40 million 
Americans who claim Irish ancestry, and this 
month as communities across the country 
honor Saint Patrick, the beloved apostle of 
Ireland, our Nation joins in celebrating their 
rich heritage. 

The distinct heritage of Irish immigrants 
and their descendants has long been a vibrant 
part of American history and culture. Sons 
and daughters of Erin were among the first 
colonists in America, and many played key 
roles in our Nation’s struggle for independ- 
ence. Nine of the men who signed our Dec- 
laration of Independence were of Irish ori- 
gin, as was Commodore John Barry, the first 
naval commander commissioned by the Con- 
tinental Congress. Another son of Ireland, 
Charles Thomson, served as the secretary of 
that body during all 15 years of its existence. 
Hailed as “the Sam Adams of Philadelphia, 
the life of the cause of liberty,” Thomson la- 
bored to help keep the Continental Congress 
together until America’s freedom had been 
won and a new government under the Con- 
stitution had been established. Scores of 
other Irish-Americans championed the cause 
of liberty through service in the Continental 
Army. 

Although a significant number of Ameri- 
cans of Irish descent contributed to our Na- 
tion’s independence, the largest wave of Irish 
immigration did not reach these shores until 
the mid-19th century. When a devastating 
potato blight in the late 1840s led to a series 
of crop failures and famine, well over a mil- 
lion Irish immigrants journeyed to this land 
of opportunity. Boston, New York, and other 
great cities grew with the influx of Irish labor, 
as did our Nation’s railroads, metal trades, 
and mining communities. One historical por- 
trait of Irish-Americans quotes a 19th-cen- 
tury journal as observing: 
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America demands for her development an 
inexhaustible fund of physical energy, and 
Ireland supplies the most part of it. There 
are an sorts of power working at the 
fabric of this Republic—waterpower, 
steam-power, and Irish-power. The last 
works hardest of all. 


Such accounts of Irish industry and resolve 
are, today, inspiring. Yet we know that al- 
though it is as glorious as the ancient tales 
of Brian Boru and as rich as the fields that 
border the River Shannon, the Irish-Amer- 
ican heritage includes its share of hardship. 

While farming and other trades were dif- 
ficult in Ireland, even before the “Black For- 
ties,” many 19th-century Irish immigrants 
faced hard and dangerous work in our Na- 
tion’s mining towns and cities. The Irish were 
no strangers to prejudice or discrimination 
either; they bore the brunt of the “Know- 
Nothing” nativist movement, and many felt 
the sting of signs posted by — employers 
that read: “No Irish Need Apply. 

Characteristically, however, Irish-Ameri- 
cans proved to be more durable than the 
forces of bigotry and distrust—even the nick- 
name “the fighting Irish,” once used in deri- 
sion, fins became an expression of ad- 
miration and pride. With faith in Almighty 
God, with a strength rooted in love of family, 
and with full confidence in the promise of 
America, Irish immigrants and their descend- 
ants steadily achieved social and economic 
advancement. Well recognizing the virtues of 
democracy, Irish-Americans organized effec- 
tively at the grass-roots level and greatly in- 
creased their voice in government during the 
early part of this century. Moreover, as they 
had done since the earliest days of our Re- 
public, the Irish home, school, and church 
together affirmed the importance of faith, in- 
dustry, and learning. Thus, today we cele- 
brate many outstanding contributions and 
achievements of Irish-Americans in virtually 
“—_ sphere of our national life. 

Although it spans more than three cen- 
turies of American history, the Irish-Amer- 
ican heritage continues to flourish on this 
soil—as perennial as the “wearing o’ the 
green.” Annual Saint Patrick’s Day events in 
the United States resonate with a deep and 
earnest affinity between the American and 
Irish peoples. In recent years, renewed im- 
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migration from Ireland has underscored the 
strong ties between our two countries. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 
350, has designated March 1992 as “Irish- 
American Heritage Month.” 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim March 1992 as Irish-Amer- 
ican Heritage Month. I invite all Americans 
to observe this month with appropriate pro- 
grams and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourth day of March, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine- 
ty-two, and of the Independence of the Unit- 
ed States of America the two hundred and 
sixteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:54 a.m., March 5, 1992] 


Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on March 6. 


Remarks at a Bush-Quayle 
Fundraising Dinner in Miami, 
Florida 

March 4, 1992 


Thank you all. Please be seated. And Zach, 
Dr. Zachariah, thank you, sir, for that won- 
derful introduction, for all you do, and I am 
very, very grateful to you. I want to thank 
Father Murphy for his thoughtful invocation; 
the national finance chairman, you met 
Bobby Holt; but the national finance cochair- 
man, my old friend Alec Courtelis; and an- 
other good longtime friend, Jack Laughery; 
to our ke manager in Florida, no nep- 
otism involved, I just chose the best, Jeb 
Bush. And may I salute one who gives us 
so much support, gives me so much support 
in Washington, Congresswoman Ileana Ros- 
Lehtinen. Where is she? Right here. And 
State senator Lincoln Diaz-Balart who we 
just met over here. Thank you, sir. And Van 
Poole, our State chairman, where’s Van? He’s 
right down here somewhere at the end. I sa- 
lute him. And, of course, our Dade County 
chairman, our masterful master of cere- 
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monies, Armando Codina. Thank you, 
Armando. 

It is a pleasure to be here tonight. And 
we have much to do these next few months 
because we’ve much to do in these next few 
years. Together, we can finish what we've 
started, and we can move this country for- 
ward. And to do that, I need your support. 
And help me win the Presidency for 4 more 
years. I ask your support for the simplest rea- 
son: We believe in the same things, jobs, fam- 
ily, peace, the fundamentally important 
things. And Zach, thank you for your very 
kind words about my grasp of and leadership 
in the field of foreign affairs. 

We know that taxes are too high in this 
country because the Government is too big, 
and it spends too much. And we believe in 
a strong defense. We believe in family and 
faith, responsibility and respect, community 
and country. And we know that we put Amer- 
ica first when we put America’s families first. 
The National League of Cities’ mayors came 
to me, and they said the major problem in 
the cities is the dissolution, the diminution 
of the American family, and we’ve got to do 
something about that. 

So often today’s politicians do the easy 
thing, the popular thing. But it’s the tough 
decisions that tell you something important 
about character and principle. For I believe 
in things that don’t change from one election 
to the next. Things that guide each one of 
us every single day of the year. 

During my Presidency I’ve been blessed 
to take part in a new era in America’s history. 
And let’s face it my friends, the cold war is 
over, and America won. And we are the lead- 
er of the entire world. And the Soviet Union 
collapsed, and imperial communism is dead. 

Last week marked a special birthday, the 
battle of Grito de Baire in Cuba’s war of 
independence. We support independence. 
We want freedom and prosperity for the 
Cuban people and an end to Castro’s totali- 
tarian regime. But look around the world. 
Castro has become an outcast even among 
the dictators. And his beaches are not bor- 
ders, they're the confines of freedom. For 
years, the Cuban community—and I salute 
Jorge Mas and so many others here tonight. 
The Cuban community has energized Miami. 
And someday freedom-loving people will 
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change that island for the better, just like 
America has changed the world. It’s going 
to happen. You can bet on it. It is inevitable. 

And now tonight, I want to talk about how 
Republican leadership is changing America. 
We're changing it by setting right what is 
simply on the wrong track in our country. 

Take our courts, for example, there’s 
something wrong when the rights of the 
criminal are more important than the rights 
of the victim. And I am proud of our tough 
stand on crime. Although if Congress passed 
my crime bill, we could be doing a lot better. 
We could be a lot tougher. And I’m proud 
of our judicial appointments, judges who in- 
terpret and do not legislate from the Federal 
bench. 

And there are other things that are wrong. 
When kids can’t say a voluntary prayer in 
school or when fathers stop coaching Little 
League because they're afraid of liability 
suits, that, too, is wrong. And the same when 
people stop volunteering to help each other 
because they fear ambulance-chasers. This 
isn’t the America we want. This isn’t the way 
it’s supposed to be, all these lawsuits out 
there. These days a sharp lawyer would tell 
the Good Samaritan, “Keep on walking.” I 
want to change that, so I’ve proposed reforms 
to our system to reduce the number of frivo- 
lous lawsuits. 

Now, I don’t want to get in trouble with 
the Bar Association, but I once quoted to 
someone that line, “An apple a day keeps 
the doctor away.” And he said, “What works 
for lawyers?” [Laughter] Legal reform will 
help our legal process work. But, you know, 
the real answer for solving problems is to be 
more concerned with helping each other 
than suing each other. We’re going to try to 
correct that from this legal reform bill I have 
before the Congress. 

Can’t stop there though, not until we re- 
form our health care system. Not because 
it doesn’t offer the world’s highest quality of 
health care, it does. I think everybody would 
agree on that. But we've got to reform it be- 
cause too many people simply don’t have ac- 
cess to health insurance. Too many people 
worry that they'll lose their insurance if they 
change jobs, or, worse still, if they lose their 
job. And anybody who’s had even minor sur- 
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gery knows that health care costs are going 
through the roof. 

What’s the solution? Not to go down the 
road of socialized medicine. that means 
is long lines and impersonal service. And as 
I said at lunch, we can get that, long lines, 
impersonal service, at the department of 
motor vehicles. [Laughter] My idea, and 
we've got a good plan to do this, is to make 
insurance available to all, rich and poor alike, 
availability, keep the quality high, the bu- 
reaucracy low, and preserve choice. The last 
thing we want is the Government assigning 
you a doctor. 

And I want you to know I'd written this 
before I knew there were going to be 200 
doctors here tonight. [Laughter] But since 
I have your attention, I have an ache in my 
shoulder and a small headache, and Id like 
to know what to do about it. [Laughter] 

Health care reform means improving the 
system. And there’s another area where re- 
form means changing the system. And I’m 
talking about welfare. Let’s face it: Too often 
welfare encourages dependency instead of 
personal responsibility and the dignity of a 
job. And so we've asked all the departments 
and agencies to make it easier through the 
waiver process for State and local govern- 
ment to reform policies and help broken 
families. We need to help make families 
whole, help bring dignity back into their 
lives. And yes, that means going after the 
deadbeat fathers who run out on their chil- 
dren and leave some struggling mother to 
take care of the responsibility. 

There are so many issues out here. But 
this leads me, then, to the number one issue 
on the minds of all Americans: the economy, 
jobs. People out of jobs are er for jobs, 
people who have jobs are worried they — 
lose it tomorrow, worried about their jobs, 
providing for their families, meeting the chal- 
lenges of paying the bills, buying a home, 
setting aside for retirement. 

The American people want this economy 
to grow, to create and preserve jobs. So in 
January, some of you may remember it in 
the State of the Union, I unveiled a two-part 
plan. The first part gets business moving 
again, upgrading plant and equipment, hiring 
workers again. It uses incentives like an in- 
vestment tax allowance that speeds up the 
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depreciation, calls for Congress to wake up 
and understand how jobs are created and to 
cut the tax on capital gains which will create 
a lot of new small business jobs. 

Housing and real estate have led us out 
of recessions in slow times before. So to get 
housing back on its feet I unveiled several 
commonsense proposals to get people buying 
and building locas These proposals will 
create in Florida alone an estimated 26,500 
additional housing starts and 51,000 new con- 
struction jobs. Now, perhaps the most easily 
understood proposal is a $5,000 tax credit for 
first-time homebuyers, that young family to- 
gether that needs just a little more to own 
their first home. People almost able to buy 
that first home could do it with that extra 
$5,000 in their pocket. 

Two hundred and three years ago on this 
very date the United States Congress met for 
the first time, this very date 203 years ago. 
I wonder what they would think today about 
the House Democrats’ so-called plan. Here’s 
the deal: 25 cents a day in temporary tax re- 
lief for 2 years, paid for, typical of them, by 
a large permanent tax increase. Now, over 
in the Senate, the bill the Democrats are 
working on is not much better than the one 
that’s in the House. And its centerpiece is 
a huge tax increase. The last thing our econ- 
omy needs now is a $100 billion tax hike, 
and they are not going to get it. 

Zach alluded to this, we drew a line in the 
sand in the Persian Gulf, and we kept our 
word. So I'll draw another line in the sand 
right now. If the Democrats send me non- 
sense like the bill passed through the House, 
I will send it right back. I will veto it the 
minute it hits my desk. We are not going 
to inflict this on the American people. In- 
stead of their crazy political maneuvers, Con- 
gress ought to pass my plan to make America 
more competitive. Here’s the deadline: 
March 20th, the first day of spring. Here’s 
the challenge: Give American workers a 
spring break. No more games. No more 
empty gestures. Just pass my plan, and get 
this economy moving. 

Some question the need to act now. Well, 
let me repeat the story of a little boy who 
asked why his friend’s grandmother read the 
Bible so much. “I’m not sure,” said his 
friend, “but I think it’s because she’s cram- 
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ming for her finals.” Urgency counts in any 
world. And so I’m asking Congress to also 
pass the second part of my plan this year. 
It’s a road map to make us competitive. 

Our plan revolutionizes America’s edu- 
cation system. I was reading that the average 
eighth grader spends four times as much of 
his time watching TV as doing homework. 
TV should not be America’s babysitter. We 
can change that by making our schools ac- 
countable and demand excellence. Our plan 
will get the billions of dollars of Government 
research and development more quickly to 
private sector businesses and workers. Good 
education, and then use our know-how to 
move our technology from the Government 
labs out into the competitive world. 

We have a commitment to children and 
strong families, and our plan provides tax re- 
lief to strengthen the family. We want to raise 
the tax deduction for children by $500. Make 
no mistake, I want this entire plan passed 
this year. I want it passed now. 

Behind all of this is an idea vital to Amer- 
ica: To succeed economically at home, we 
have to lead economically abroad. Zach put 
his finger on the importance of America’s 
rd. od around the world. Some don’t 
want us to lead. They think we ought to just 
shut out the rest of the world. And they're 
dead wrong. More than 200,000 jobs in Flor- 
ida stem from manufactured exports. And 
last year, more than $13 billion in exports 
went out through the Miami Customs Dis- 
trict. 

You know that the way to create jobs is 
not to cut and run, not to pull back in some 
isolationistic sphere of protection; rather to 
open markets for our exports everywhere in 
the world. And I am going to fight hard in 
every foreign market to do just that. It is ex- 
ports that have saved us in these rough times, 
and it is exports that will lead us into the 
most prosperous decade that lies ahead. And 
it’s working. Our overall trade imbalance is 
down. Look at the figures. In 1988 the trade 
deficit stood at $119 billion. Today it’s 
dropped to $66 billion, a 44-percent drop in 
that relatively short period of time. 

Now, I believe the American people want 
to hear about how we’re going to address all 
these challenges, our country’s challenges. 
And they want to hear solutions, not just a 
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lot of tearing this country down and telling 
America how bad everything is. We have an 
awful lot to be grateful for in this country. 
They want to hear about the solutions that 
will keep inflation low, get our confidence 
high, protect the savings of our elderly. Solu- 
tions that will win the war on drugs, and we 
are making great headway. And I salute Mi- 
ami’s heroic efforts in this battle against nar- 
cotics. We are winning. Witness the massive 
seizure of drugs in south Florida over the 
past several months. Witness the fact that 
drug use amongst teenagers is down by 60 
percent in the last couple of years. 

We've got a lot to do in this country, and 
a lot to do. But I am absolutely confident 
that we will get the job done. And I’m going 
to fight hard in the Florida primary for these 
people, fight for what is right and good. I 
saw in the 8 years my friend Ronald Reagan 
led America how leadership matters. Last 
year, as Zach mentioned, we saw America 
stand tall again in the Persian Gulf. And I 
believe the next 5 years are just too important 
to entrust to the inexperienced. So I ask for 
your help to keep our party strong, united 
so that we can win this fall. 

And yes, we have many challenges before 
us. But when haven’t we? We're America. 
We're on the move. We’re a country of 
change. And I guarantee you, we will meet 
every single challenge, each and every one 
of them, and meet them from the great pan- 
handle to the tip of the Florida Keys. 

And yes, there’s an important primary next 
Tuesday, and then there’s another election 
in November. And I guarantee you, I have 
never felt more confident about winning the 
primary and winning the general election. 
I’ve got to be a little careful; my mother’s 
living up the coast here in Florida, so I’ve 
got to be careful. But I think I’ve been a 
good President, and I want to be your Presi- 
dent for another 4 years. And I will give you 
my level-best and work my heart out for the 
greatest, freest country on the face of the 
Earth. Thank you, and may God bless Amer- 
ica. Thank you all very, very much. What a 
great evening, and a great day in Florida. 


Note: The President spoke at 8:30 p.m. in 
the East Hall of the Radisson Mart Plaza 
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Zach 
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Zachariah, Bush-Quayle financial cochair- 
man for Florida, and Van Poole, Florida Re- 
publican Party chairman. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of 
these remarks. 


Remarks to the Home Builders 
Association of Greater Columbia in 
Columbia, South Carolina 


March 5, 1992 


Thank you very, very much, Carroll. Thank 
you all so much. What a nice welcome back 
to South Carolina. Thank you very, very 
much, It’s great to be here. To Richard 
Sendler, congratulations on you and 
pee 20 26th wedding a The 
man knows timing. Timing is everything in 
life. And Governor Campbell, my dear friend 
Carroll, thank you for that generous intro- 
duction. We are grateful for your hospitality, 
for your leadership as one of America’s great- 
est Governors. Carroll mentioned the Gov- 
ernors’ conference where we set these na- 
tional education goals, a first. Wasn’t just Re- 
publican Governors, wasn’t just Democrats, 
all coming together to set national education 
goals that led to a program that will rev- 
olutionize our education. 

What he didn’t tell you is he and only two 
or three others, maybe it was three, were the 
true leaders in designing this brandnew ap- 
proach to revolutionizing education in Amer- 
ica and bringing us into a competitive 
scheme for the next century. We are going 
to again be the leaders in education, and your 
Governor has been in the forefront of that 
change. And I am very, very proud that Car- 
roll Campbell will serve as the National co- 
chairman of my campaign, and once again, 
he’s handling a lot of duties as the Southern 
regional chairman. 

Good morning to the other members on 
the dais here, Chuck Newman, Mike 
McMichael, and Dottie Lafitte-Woolston. 
America still remembers your strength, the 
strength and resilience shown by South Caro- 
lina during Hurricane Hugo. I promise not 
to be quite that windy today. [Laughter] It’s 
great to be back in this State where political 
victory is in the air. And then it'll be on to 





406 


the fall where already there’s a battle shaping 
up. Both sides will go on the offensive and 
all out. And in the end, there will only be 
one winner. And I don’t know if it'll be the 
Gamecocks or the Tigers, but you can bet 
there’s a battle. [Laughter] 

We were riding in from the airport here, 
I saw a guy with a Tigers T-shirt on. So I 
picked up the loudspeaker from the car there 
and said, “Go Clemson!” Carroll said, “Say 
Gamecocks! Say Gamecocks!” [Laughter] 
And so—never forgets the politics. 

And I’m going to ask everybody what today 
I ask of you: Help me—what we've started— 
help me move our country forward. Help me 
win the Presidency for 4 more years. And 
I ask your support for the simplest reason. 
I believe we believe in the same things: jobs, 
family, peace, world peace, the important 
things. And we know that taxes are too high 
because our Government is too big and 
spends too much. And we believe in faith 
and family, responsibility and respect, com- 
munity and country, a strong defense and a 
strong economy. And we know that we put 
America first when we put America’s families 
first. 

So often politicians do the easy things, the 
popular things. But it is the tough things that 
teli you something about character and honor 
and leadership. Anyone can demagog, but 
the Presidents must make decisions. And so, 
let me tell you what has guided me as I’ve 
tried to do for America what is right and true. 

I learned, and I expect we all did, I learned 
a great deal when I was young from the 
greatest teachers I ever had, and that was 
my parents. And at church and in dinner and 
in political talks with my mom and my dad, 
I learned that life means nothing without fi- 
delity to principles. It’s what I believed as 
a Navy pilot in World War II, as a business- 
man, and now as your President. It’s why, 
for example, I’ve vetoed 26 bills, standing up 
against the Democratic Congress. And I’m 
proud to say not one single one of them was 
overridden. Sometimes you have to make the 
tough call. 

Some of them were popular, but all, in my 
view, were ill-advised. And the Presidency 
is not a popularity contest. I think you elect 
a President to say what America needs to 
hear, even when it’s not what people want 
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to hear. In the campaign you hear all kinds 
of quick fixes, all kinds of political rhetoric, 
but a President must make decisions and 
lead. 

And Carroll Campbell knows exactly what 
I’m talking about. And so does that great fa- 
vorite son of South Carolina, Strom Thur- 
mond. Like me, they believe in these eternal 
truths that don’t change. And so did another 
South Carolinian, a good man from Colum- 
bia, Lee Atwater, my dear friend. 

All of us know how values guide each of 
us every day of every year. It’s true in your 
families; it’s true in mine. It’s these things 
that have helped bring America to a new 
world, a new era in our history. Carroll 
touched on it. 

We've got a lot to be grateful for. The cold 
war is over, and America won. The Soviet 
Union collapsed, and imperial communism 
is a four-letter word, D-E-A-D, dead. I salute 
my predecessor, Ronald Reagan. American 
leadership changed the world. Republican 
leadership will change America. 

We believe that parents, not the Govern- 
ment, should make the decisions that matter 
in life. Parents, not Government, should 
choose their children’s schools. I believe in 
school choice. And parents, not the Govern- 
ment, should choose who cares for their chil- 
dren. Parents know better than some bureau- 
crat in Washington, DC, and that’s why we 
fought for a child care bill that has choice 
as its fundamental practice. And yes, I still 
believe that there is a place for voluntary 
prayer in our children’s classrooms. And 
when things aren’t right, we’ve got to change 
them. 

We've got to reform America’s health care 
system. And right now the quality, the quality 
of American health care, is the best in the 
entire world, bar none. And the problem? 
The problem is access to care. Too many 
Americans, many with families, do not have 
health insurance coverage. And you know 
how even a short stay in the hospital can rip 
a hole right through a family’s budget. 

But socialized medicine is not the answer. 
If we wanted long lines and revolving-door 
health care, we’d put doctors to work down 
at the department of motor vehicles. You can 
go there every single day and get those long 


lines and revolving people coming in and out 
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of there. Nationalized health care would be 
a national disaster, it really would. And the 
last thing we want is the Government playing 
doctor. We've got to reform, and so our pro- 
gram says make insurance accessible to all, 
rich and poor alike. And that’s the program 
that we need to bring health care to those 
who don’t have it adequately now in our 
country. 

And we've got to reform our country’s 
legal system. The home of the free has be- 
come the land of the lawsuit. When you're 
as likely to serve your neighbor a subpoena 
as a cup of coffee, something is wrong. Medi- 
cal malpractice suits, they've become an epi- 
demic worse than many of the diseases. And 
we've got to turn this mess around, and we 
need to spend more time helping one an- 
other than suing one another. And that’s why 
we've sent up there to the Capitol Hill a re- 
form bill, a major reform bill to curtail need- 
less lawsuits and give people easier ways to 
solve disputes out of court. Your industry de- 
pends on partnership. And if you'll join hands 
with me to pass legal reform, we can get this 
country moving in the right direction. 

And we've got to reform our welfare sys- 
tem, make a connection between welfare and 
work. And yes, we’re a compassionate coun- 
try. We care. Americans care. And they will 
support welfare for families in need. But 
Americans want to see government at every 
level work together to track down the dead- 
beat dads, the ones who can’t be bothered 
to pay child support. They want to see us 
somehow break this cycle, this pessimistic 
cycle of dependency that destroys dignity and 
passes down poverty from one generation to 
another generation, and then to another gen- 
eration. That’s wrong. That’s cruel. And 
we’re working to change it right now. We’re 
encouraging the States to innovate with 
workfare, with plans that help people break 
welfare dependency and begin learning, 
begin learning work skills. 

This brings me, then, to what I’m sure we 
would all agree is the number one issue: the 
economy and how we change it. We must 
help people worried about providing for their 
families, meeting the challenges of paying 
the bills and providing a home and setting 
aside for retirement. 
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So, let me take a page from Richard 
Sendler’s book and tell it like it is. My pro- 
gram will put America back to aoe My 
State of the Union Message put forth a two- 
part plan that will get our economy running 
the way Richard Petty likes to move. My plan 
says: U.S. economy, start your engines. And 
when we carry out this plan, it’s going to 
carry our competitive American workers and 
businesses all the way to the victory lane. 

The first part of the plan, some of you are 
familiar with it, aims to get business growing 
right now. I want an investment tax allow- 
ance, speed up depreciation. I want Congress 
to quit punishing people who create jobs, and 
thus, I want to see a cut on the capital gains 
tax and get this country back to work. 

And then there’s the proposal that can 
help get the housing market going again. I’m 
feeling better about it, but it needs this: a 
$5,000 tax credit for first-time homebuyers, 
money that will help —_— buy a first home. 
And here’s what that credit, that $5,000 cred- 
it will mean to South Carolina: 3,400 housing 
starts, 6,600 jobs. And if Congress passes my 
plan, the National Association of Home 
Builders predicts 415,000 new construction 
industry jobs and $20 billion, $20 billion in 
new economy activity across America. 

My plan will help people like the Greater 
Columbia Home Builders sell and build 
homes. And for the family looking to buy that 
first home, that $5,000 credit means 8 
months of mortgage payments on the average 
South Carolina home. I wish Congress, if 
they don’t do anything else, I wish they 
would lay aside the politics of tax-and-spend 
and give that one break to the American 
economy and watch homebuilding lead out 
of this slow economic time. 

Sadly, the liberal crowd that controls Con- 
gress doesn’t seem to understand the things 
that matter to you: your home, your business, 
taking care of your kids. And otherwise last 
week’s House Democrats wouldn’t have 
passed a bill which reminds me of the old 
joke: It'll make builders sleep like babies. 
They'll wake up every hour and cry. [Laugh- 
ter] 

Listen to the deal: twenty-five cents a day 
in temporary tax relief for 2 years, paid for 
by a large permanent tax increase. Over in 
the Senate, the bill the Democrats are work- 
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ing on is not much better than the one in 
the House. And its centerpiece is, yes, you 
guessed it, a huge tax increase. And the last 
thing our economy needs now is a $100 bil- 
lion tax hike. 

We drew a line in the sand in the Persian 
Gulf, and we kept our words. And I’m going 
to draw another line in the sand right now. 
If the Democrats send me a monstrosity like 
the House bill, I will veto that bill the minute 
it hits my desk and send it right back to those 
people on Capitol Hill. 

Our plan has two parts. And I also call 
on Congress to pass the second part of our 
economic plan, now. I stressed this in the 
State of the Union, short-term, quick, done 
by March 20th; and a longer term, but I want 
it passed now. Things like education reform, 
support for enhanced research and develop- 
ment so we'll be competitive in the years 
ahead, a $500 tax deduction to strengthen 
the family, for each child. 

We must make America more competitive 
in the 21st century, helping us lead economi- 
cally abroad so that we can succeed economi- 
cally at home. And some, of course, don’t 
want us to lead. They want to build a fence 
around America. Tell that to South Carolina. 
Here are an estimated 125,000 trade-related 
jobs. And by closing our borders as my oppo- 
nents would, we’d put those people out of 
work. And the U.S. trying to build prosperity 
by turning its back on the world is like your 
trying to build prosperity without hammers 
and nails. Call it protectionism or iso- 
lationism, both mean surrender. And look 
closely. That is not the American flag they’re 
waving; it’s the white flag of surrender. And 
that is not the America that you or I know. 
We are going to stay engaged. We are going 
to sell abroad. 

And of course, the playing field has to be 
level. Fair trade is the priority. My fight to 
open trade markets is paying off for Ameri- 
ca’s farmers and manufacturers. Our overall 
trade imbalance is down. Still got a ways to 
go. Still need more access to foreign markets. 
But look at these figures. In 1988, the trade 
deficit stood at $119 billion. Today, it’s 
~~ to $66 billion, a 44-percent drop. 
And I will continue to fight hard to open 
up markets for our exports all around the 
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world. And that’s the way to fight for South 
Carolina jobs and for South Carolina families. 

Recently, Barbara and I saw a movie based 
on a book in South Carolina. I’m sure many 
of you saw it, “The Prince of Tides,” where 
the author writes, “the southern way of the 
— The southern way of the spirit, to me, 

e southern spirit is optimistic. It is con- 
fident. It is so clearly patriotic. And you never 
run this country down. You don’t believe in 
the politics of hate, either. And I think you’d 
agree that sometimes it’s important to talk 
a little about what is right in America, and 
there is plenty to talk about. 

Let’s talk for just a minute about the brav- 
est and best young men and women in Amer- 
ica, the volunteer guardsmen and reservists, 
the volunteer soldiers, sailors, and airmen 
who answered the call in Desert Storm. 
South Carolina’s young men and women an- 
swered that call by the thousands. Their serv- 
ice told America and the world never will 
America tuck tail and let aggression stand. 
And we'll do what’s right and good. And 
when we do so, we will prevail. 

Now, of course, there were those who 
didn’t support us then. And there are those 
who second-guess us now. But not you. 
When our kids laid it all on the line, those 
brave young men and women laid it all on 
the line, the people of South Carolina never 
wavered. pe again, I want to thank South 
Carolinians for showing America at its best. 
The country came together in victory. And 
that spirit of optimism, that can-do spirit, 
must be our spirit as we lead this country 
out of the economic doldrums and into a 
hem the likes of which we never would 

ave seen. 

And now in our fight to change America, 
we still have much to do. But I am absolutely 
confident we'll get the job done. And yes, 
we have challenges before us. But I guaran- 
tee you we'll meet them head on, each and 
every one. And yes, there’s a big election 
here on Saturday. And I don’t like to see this 
many people gathered together without men- 
tioning it. [Laughter] And there’s another 
one in November. And I don’t want to come 
across as arrogant, but I believe I’m going 
to win. I believe I’m going to win the election 
on Saturday. I believe I’m going to win the 
election in the fall. 
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And I ask for your support to help keep 
our Party strong and united. I want to be 
your President for 4 more years. I will try 
my level best to continue to lead this country 
with honor, with decency, with respect for 
the principles that all of us hold dear. 

Barbara and I are very, very privileged, 
and we know it. Every single day we live in 
that White House we know that we are 
amongst the most privileged in the world to 
be able to serve in this way. I’m going to 
continue to try my hardest. I’m going to con- 
tinue to do my level best for the people of 
this country. I ask for your support. 

Thank you, and may God bless the greatest 
country on the face of the Earth. Thank you 
very much. 


[At this point, Richard Sendler presented the 
President with an oversize hammer. | 


Thank you all very, very much. I'll take 
this and flee and bring it to bear next week 
on the Congress. Thanks a lot. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:37 a.m. at 
South Carolina State Fair Grounds. In his 
remarks, he referred to Richard Sendler, 
president of the South Carolina Home Build- 
ers Association; Charles Newman, first vice 
president of the Home Builders Association 
of Greater Columbia; Mike McMichael, 
president of the Home Builders Association 
of South Carolina; and Dottie Lafitte- 
Woolston, BUILD-PAC trustee. 


Remarks Upon Departure From 
Columbia, South Carolina 


March 5, 1992 


Hey, listen, let me just ask you now to go 
out and be sure to vote on Saturday and send 
the rest of the Super Tuesday States a strong 
message: I want to be your President for 4 
more years. So give me that vote. And thanks 
for your fantastic support, and don’t let all 
the doomsayers get you down. I love this 
South Carolina optimism, the South Carolina 
pride, the South Carolina patriotism. 

So thanks for this warm welcome. Now 
we're off to Tennessee, Oklahoma, Mis- 
sissippi, Louisiana, and then we’re going to 
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get back for a great big Super Tuesday. But 
show them what we can do on Saturday. And 
thank you for this great Governor at my side. 
Thank you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:10 p.m. at 
Columbia Metropolitan Airport. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Governor Carroll 
Campbell. A tape was not available for ver- 
ification of the content of these remarks. 


Remarks to Federal Express 
Employees in Memphis, Tennessee 
March 5, 1992 


Thank you so very much. Thank you so 
much for that enthusiastic welcome. And 
thank you to my friend, Howard Baker, one 
of the great leaders in the United States Sen- 
ate in all of its history. Thank you for the 
introduction, Howard. And may I salute Con- 
gressman Don Sundquist, who has been at 
my side in the political wars, a good friend, 
a great Congressman. And I’m delighted to 
be here at Federal Express, 1990 Malcolm 
Baldrige Quality Award winner, a national 
winner. 

My staff told me they weren’t sure they 
could fit this stop in our schedule. But when 
I said it was a “Fred said,” I knew we had 
to do it and fast. Fred, thank you. You know, 
Fred Smith has always been very, very gener- 
ous. And Fred, it’s good to know that if Air 
Force One ever has a problem, I can always 
ride in the jump seat. And I hope I don’t 
forget the cookies. And you know what that 
means. 

The people of Memphis, indeed, all Amer- 
icans, face a momentous decision this year. 
And I would never presume to tell you how 
to vote; it must be between you and your 
conscience: Which Elvis should be on the 
postage stamp? I noticed the sign. 

And, really, it is a delight to be in this State 
because the people of Tennessee believe in 
big things, and we agree on the values that 
are closest to our hearts. And I’m talking 
about job security. I’m talking about family. 
I’m talking about world peace for us and our 
children and for our families for generations 
to come. 
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I’m here today because the people in 
Memphis, as well as people at Federal Ex- 
press, embody the values that have made 
America number one in the world. And I 
know that with leaders like you, America will 
stay number one. Don’t listen to the gloom 
and doom pessimists on that evening news 
every night. You don’t shrink from a chal- 
lenge, whether in the marketplace or in the 
world at large. Think back to a year ago. 
Think back to Operation Desert Storm. 
America faced a great challenge then, and 
Tennessee met it proudly. More than 6,000 
Tennesseans served their country as reserv- 
ists of the National Guard. And Fed Ex flew 
more missions than any other single civilian 
carrier. And believe me, that is not a con- 
tribution that America will ever forget. Thank 
you all very much and all of you that helped 
make that possible. 

What makes this city, this State, and this 
company so successful? It’s not hard to figure 
out. Look closely at what happens right here 
at Federal Express. You seek out new tech- 
nologies, you make them work, you see job 
training not as a one-shot deal but as an on- 
going process. And you set high standards, 
constantly asking more of yourselves and 
your coworkers, and you're satisfied with 
nothing short of excellence. Innovation, 
that’s what being competitive is all about. 

The key to success, to our success as a Na- 
tion is competitiveness. And for some, that 
word, competitiveness, is just this year’s po- 
litical buzzword. Here in Memphis it’s a re- 
ality. Competitiveness is your key to leader- 
ship. And companies like this one here, Fed 
Ex, understand a central truth about Amer- 
ica: If we are to succeed economically at 
home, we must lead economically abroad. 
And that’s what you are doing. 

And here at Fed Ex that’s just common 
sense. More than 1.5 million packages pass 
through here everyday en route to all parts 
of the globe. And Memphis, therefore, is al- 
ready America’s distribution center, and now 
you're becoming the world’s. And that means 
economic opportunity, and it means jobs for 
the American people. 

You know, in this political year, this politi- 
cal year some people can’t seem to under- 
stand that. They see the challenges of a glob- 
al economy, and they say, “Let’s draw the 
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blinds; bolt the doors. Maybe the world will 
go away.” And they push protectionism, an 
ugly word that really means surrender. Don’t 
be fooled by the tough talk and the patriotic 
political bluster out there. Protectionism 
comes from fear, fear that Americans can’t 
compete, fear that Americans have no ideas 
and no foresight, fear that America can no 
longer lead. And let those skeptics come to 
Memphis, Tennessee, and let them come to 
Federal Express and see what it really is 
about. And maybe then they'll understand 
what you and I already know; Americans here 
and across our country can outthink, out- 
perform, outproduce anybody in the world. 

Never in this country’s history have Ameri- 
cans turned their back on a challenge. And 
we don’t run and hide. We compete. As long 
as I am President, we will continue to com- 
pete, and we will continue to compete. And 
I don’t believe in protectionism, and I don’t 
believe in isolationism. Yes, we've got a lot 
of work to do to keep America on top. And 
of course, you know and I know that our big- 
gest challenge, my first priority, is to get this 
economy moving, to create and preserve 
American jobs. 

And in my State of the Union Address in 
January, I laid out a two-part plan for the 
economic recovery. First, a short-term plan 
to strengthen the economy right now. And 
then, second, a longer term plan to keep 
America ee strong for years to come. 
And my plan gets business moving again, hir- 
ing again. It gets the housing market back 
on its feet with a $5,000 tax credit for that 
first-time homebuyer. Give those young fam- 
ilies a chance to own their own home, com- 
monsense proposals to get people buying 
homes and then building homes. 

Fortunately, Congress can’t tie my hands 
on everything. I’ve been able to take some 
steps on my own. For example, I put a 90- 
day freeze on new Government regulations 
so that all major Cabinet departments and 
agencies can conduct a top-to-bottom review. 
And I’ve given them some advice: Wherever 
possible, they must speed up any regulations 
that encourage economic growth and scrap 
regulations that restrict economic growth in 
this country. 

Overregulation robs the inventiveness and 
risktaking the economy needs to grow. And 
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you all understand that better than anybody. 
For the first year, Fed Ex ran its business 
with 32 small planes. Any further expansion 
was inhibited by cargo, air cargo regulations. 
And deregulation allowed Fed Ex to buy 
more planes, larger planes, for transport. And 
literally, Federal Express took off when the 
regulatory burden was lifted from their 
backs. And so, we’re going to energize our 
economy nationally the same way. The days 
of overregulation are just that; they are over. 

And also there’s another thing on the 
minds of the people in this great area, and 
that means reforming our legal system. When 
parents won't coach Little League for fear 
of being slapped with a liability lawsuit and 
doctors stop delivering babies for fear of a 
a suit, there is something wrong. 
And that’s why I’ve sent a bill to the Con- 
gress, supported by Don Sundquist, to stop 
the frivolous lawsuits that drain our wallets 
and tear apart our society. And here’s the 
bottom line: America won’t find its way out 
of this mess until we spend more time help- 
ing each other than we do suing each other. 

We've got to also reform our health care 
system. Anyone who’s had even a checkup 
knows that medical costs are going right 
through the roof. And I believe all Americans 
deserve quality health care. However, too 
many families go without health care cov- 
erage. And our plan focuses on opening up 
access to health care to all Americans, rich 
or poor. And some want to take us down the 
road of nationalized health care, and I think 
you and I both know that nationalized health 
care where Government makes all the deci- 
sions would be a national disaster. And so, 
I say to the Congress, the Congress of the 
United States, the American people need 
your help and now is not the time for the 
Government to play doctor. Give us an im- 
proved health care program for this country. 

I'd like them to do it now. But see, I know 
Congress can be a little slow doing things. 
[Laughter] That’s like the guy that takes an 
hour and a half to watch “60 Minutes.” 
[Laughter] So I gave them a deadline, March 
20th, to enact this short-term plan. And un- 
fortunately for the American people, the 
Democrats, the liberals that control the Con- 
gress, had other ideas. Last week they passed 
a plan of their own. And here’s what it does: 
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In exchange for a two-bit tax cut, literally 
about 25 cents a day per taxpayer, they will 
raise another $100 billion in taxes. And they 
call that $100 billion new revenues. And I 
have another word for it: your money. 
[Laughter] 

No matter how the the Democrats try to 
dress it up, any economist can tell you the 
last thing we need right now is a $100 billion 
tax hike. So if the Democrats in Congress 
want to send that bill to me, I’ve got a mes- 
sage for them: I will veto it, absolutely, posi- 
tively, overnight. 

No, the American people have had enough 
of the old tax-and-spend, and they want to 
get our economy back on track. And every 
day each one of you hears Federal Express 
airplanes flying overhead. To some people 
that might sound like noise, but it is music 
to my ears. It is the sound of an economy 
on the move, an economy that is worldwide. 
It is the sound of American ingenuity taking 
off. 

Since I took office, it has been my respon- 
sibility to work for what is right for America. 
And I often go back, I expect we all do as 
families—and I wish Barbara Bush were with 
me to see this marvelous crowd today—we 
often go back to the simple ideal that in our 
case, that my parents taught me: Try your 
hardest, be honest, do you best. And let me 
tell you something: I’m not finished yet. I 
want your support for 4 more years to finish 
this job. And I say to the people of Ten- 
nessee, together we're going to make a 
change, a change that for once Congress will 
believe in you and give you values you believe 
in, give those values a real chance to work. 

Thank you for your hard work, thank you 
all for this enthusiastic welcome and your 
continued support. And may God bless the 
greatest, freest country on the face of the 
Earth, the United States of America. Thank 
you so much. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:35 p.m. at 
Memphis International Airport. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Frederick W. Smith, 
chairman and chief executive officer of Fed- 
eral Express. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 
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Proclamation 6409—National Day of 
Prayer, 1992 


March 5, 1992 
By the President of the United States 


of America 
A Proclamation 


We live during a time of great and historic 
change, a time that has seen the rise of newly 
democratic nations and the fall of once firmly 
entrenched totalitarian regimes. While such 
progress is cause for optimism and hope, the 
dramatic pace of global developments and 
the uncertainty they generate can also leave 
us with a faint sense of anticipation and 
unease. As we seek to chart a proper course 
in a world that is changing by the hour, our 
observance of a National Day of Prayer re- 
minds us that we can always place our trust 
in the steady, unfailing light that is the love 
of God. 

Time and again, Scripture tells us of the 
constancy of the Almighty. Indeed, His king- 
dom is an everlasting kingdom, wrote the 
Psalmist, and His dominion endures through- 
out all generations. 

Our ancestors trusted in the faithfulness 
of the Almighty, and they frequently turned 
to Him in humble, heartfelt prayer. When 
they finally reached these shores, the early 
settlers gave thanks for their very lives—and 
for the promise of freedom in a new land. 
Members of the Continental Congress began 
their deliberations with prayer, and later 
when members of that same body pledged 
their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred 
honor in support of our Nation’s independ- 
ence, they did so “with a firm reliance on 
the protection of Divine Providence.” 

Today we know that their trust was well 
placed; their faith, richly rewarded. The great 
American experiment in liberty and self-gov- 
ernment has not only endured but prospered. 
The triumph of freedom in this country has 
inspired the advance of human rights and 
dignity around the globe. 

Although much has transpired since our 
ancestors prayed for divine mercy and direc- 
tion, this occasion calls us to remember, as 
did Ben Franklin and his contemporaries, 
“that God governs in the affairs of men.” The 
One to whom George Washington turned 
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when he knelt in the snow at Valley Forge 
is the same God who heard the prayers of 
President Lincoln nearly a century later dur- 
ing the darkest hours of the Civil War. While 
our needs today may be different, we are no 
less dependent on the help of Almighty God. 
Therefore, let us likewise seek His forgive- 
ness, strength, and guidance. 

Whatever our individual religious convic- 
tions may be, each of us is invited to join 
in this National Day of Prayer. Indeed, al- 
though we may find our own words to ex- 
press it, each of us can echo this timeless 
prayer of Solomon, the ancient king who 
prayed for, and received, the gift of wisdom: 

The Lord our God be with us, as He 
was with our fathers; may He not 

leave us or forsake us; so that He may 
incline our hearts to Him, to walk 

in all His ways. . . . that all the 
peoples of the earth may know that the 
Lord is God; there is no other. 


Since the approval of the joint resolution 
of the Congress on April 17, 1952, calling 
for the designation of a specific day to be 
set aside each year as a National Day of Pray- 
er, recognition of such a day has become a 
cherished annual event. Each President since 
then has proclaimed a National Day of Pray- 
er annually under the authority of that reso- 
lution, continuing a tradition that dates back 
to the Continental Congress. By Public Law 
100-307, the first Thursday in May of each 
year has been set aside as a National Day 
of Prayer. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim May 7, 1992, as a National 
Day of Prayer. I urge all Americans to gather 
together on that day in homes and places of 
worship to pray, each after his or her own 
manner, in thanksgiving to Almighty God. 
On this occasion, let us also pray for His con- 
tinued blessing upon our families and Nation. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifth day of March, in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety- 
two, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and six- 
teenth. 


George Bush 
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:36 a.m., March 6, 1992] 


Note: This proclamation was published in 
the Federal Register on March 9. 


Statement on Signing the 
Reclamation States Emergency 
Drought Relief Act of 199 


March 5, 1992 


Today I am signing into law H.R. 355, the 
“Reclamation States Emergency Drought 
Relief Act of 1991.” This bill provides, for 
a period of 10 years, general authority for 
the Secretary of the Interior to take action 
in the Western States to protect and preserve 
fish and wildlife habitat and assist farmers 
and urban dwellers in overcoming drought 
conditions. In addition, the bill provides per- 
manent authority for the Secretary to pre- 


pare drought contingency plans in con- 
sultation with States, Indian tribes, and other 
entities for the prevention or mitigation of 
the adverse effects of drought conditions. 


As I sign this bill, some areas in our West- 
ern States, notably in California, are facing 
their 6th consecutive year of drought condi- 
tions. The authorities granted by this bill will 
allow the Federal Government greater flexi- 
bility in utilizing the facilities of the Federal 
reclamation program and the resources of 
the Department of the Interior to assist the 
States and other non-Federal entities fight- 
ing the ravages of drought. This bill allows 
us to be the good neighbors that we should 
be in time of common need. It is in the 
American tradition that neighbor helps 
neighbor in times of burden. We will not 
stand by and see either our local economies 
and jobs literally “dried up” by drought or 
our valuable refuges and wetlands parched 
by lack of water. 


We are fortunate that, in the last few 
weeks, the water supply situation in Califor- 
nia has improved. So I am pleased to an- 
nounce that today Secretary Lujan will make 
available additional allocations of more than 
1 million acre feet of water. This will enable 
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us to deliver project water to agriculture in 
the Central Valley—without sacrificing any 
allocations provided for other uses. This is 
only a first step—but a very positive one for 
California agriculture. I have asked Secretary 
Lujan to continue to assess the water supply 
situation and to keep me informed of any 
opportunity to provide additional Federal 


water where it is needed. 


I note, however, that section 204(a) 
purports to require that the Secretary of the 
Interior submit certain drought contingency 
plans to the Congress, together with the Sec- 
retary’s recommendations for legislation. The 
Constitution grants to the President the 
power to recommend to the Congress such 
measures as he judges necessary and expedi- 
ent. Thus, provisions such as the one con- 
tained in this bill have been treated as advi- 
sory and not mandatory. I will therefore in- 
terpret section 204(a) accordingly. 


Section 204(b), which purports to allow 
the Secretary of the Interior to approve cer- 
tain drought contingency plans only at the 
request of the Governor of the affected State, 
could be construed to permit the exercise of 
Executive power by Governors, who are not 
appointed pursuant to the Appointments 
Clause of the Constitution. In order to avoid 
constitutional questions that might otherwise 
arise, I will interpret the role of Governors 
under this provision to be an advisory one. 


I also note that the Department of Agri- 
culture conducts drought contingency plan- 
ning and administers drought assistance pro- 
grams in agricultural areas. New planning 
and technical assistance activities initiated by 
the Department of the Interior will of course 
be coordinated with the Department of Agri- 
culture and other affected departments and 
agencies. 


George Bush 
The White House, 
March 5, 1992. 


Note: H.R. 355, approved March 5, was as- 
signed Public Law No. 102-250. 
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Statement by Press Secretary 
Fitzwater on the Kissimmee Basin 
Restoration Project 


March 5, 1992 


The President is pleased to announce that 
the Federal Government has reached in prin- 
ciple agreement with the State of Florida to 
restore a major portion of the lower Kissim- 
mee Basin. The project envisioned would re- 
store 66 miles of river and 29,000 acres of 
wetlands. It will help benefit over 300 species 
and create jobs in the process. We are pre- 
pared to agree to a plan which will imple- 
ment this project in partnership with the 
State, with many of the costs shared fifty- 
fifty. Tomorrow, Assistant Secretary of the 
Army Nancy P. Dorn will meet with Gov- 
ernor Chiles to iron out the details. But we 
are ready to move forward with a project that 
is good for Florida’s environment and good 
for its economy, too. 


Nomination of I. Lewis Libby, Jr., To 
Be —s Under Secretary o 
oO 


Defense for Policy 
March 5, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate I. Lewis Libby, Jr., of the 
District of Columbia, to be Deputy Under 
Secretary of Defense for Policy. This is a new 
position. 

Currently Mr. Libby serves as Principal 
Deputy Under Secretary for Strategy and 
Resources at the U.S. Department of De- 
fense in Washington, DC. Prior to this Mr. 
Libby served as a partner with the law firm 
of Dickstein, Shapiro & Morin in Washing- 
ton, DC, 1985-1989. In addition, he served 
at the U.S. Department of State as Director 
of Special Projects at the Bureau of East 
Asian & Pacific Affairs, 1982-1985, and on 
the Policy Planning Staff in the Office of the 
Secretary, 1981-1982. 

Mr. Libby graduated from Yale College 
(B.A., 1972) and Columbia University School 
of Law (J.D., 1975). He was born August 22, 
1950, in New Haven, CT. Mr. Libby is mar- 
ried and resides in Washington, DC. 


Mar. 5 / Administration of George Bush, 1992 


Remarks at the Bush-Quayle Rally in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 


March 6, 1992 


The President. Thank you, Senator Nick- 
les, for that kind introduction. May I salute 
our State chairman, Clinton Key, and finance 
chairman, Ed Lawson. And I’m pleased to 
share this stage this morning with some of 
this State’s finest: State Representative Larry 
Ferguson; Mayor Norick of Oklahoma City; 
Mayor Randal Shannon of Edmond; and 
Commissioners Watts and Bob Anthony. 
Welcome to all of them. And last, but not 
least, Treasurer Claudette Henry. And I also 
want to express my deep appreciation to your 
hometown Congressman Mickey Edwards, 
who couldn’t be here today because he’s back 
in Washington participating in the budget 
debate and helping me hold the line on Fed- 
eral spending. 

And may I also salute two friends of long- 
standing, Ed and Thelma Gaylord. This 
square is a fitting tribute to Thelma, and I 
think we're all very grateful to them. And 
finally, let me note what a great host Terry 
Johnson has been today. And a special thanks 
to George Wesley, who we just heard doing 
a superb job singing the national anthem. But 
most of all, thanks to every one of you who 
got up at all hours this morning to come to 
Edmond from Elk City, to Enid, and towns 
all across Oklahoma to show your support. 
And a special welcome to all the nae 
here from Oklahoma Christian. One ques- 
tion. One question. Just one question. Is it 
too late to audition for the spring sing? 

Well, let’s talk about our country. We are 
in a battle for our future, and I am deter- 
mined that America should leave young peo- 
ple like you the best possible legacy. And we 
want America to lead the world in good jobs 
with productive work. And we want to re- 
main a force for world peace and freedom. 
And we are fighting—and we will continue 
to—to protect our most basic institution, 
which is the family. And that’s why this year 
of decision is so important for America. 

In next Tuesday’s primary election and 
November's general election, you will hold 
the future of this country, your future, in 
your own hands. And I’m asking you to get 
out to vote and create a resounding mandate 
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for transforming America. Let’s nominate 
and elect men and women who share our 
values. We’ve got much more to do to get 
America on the right track. So, I’m asking 
you for 4 more years as your President of 
this great country. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. This country was built on 
faith, family, and freedom, and we must 
renew those sources of our strength. And we 
must allow common sense to prevail. For ex- 
ample in our welfare system, restore the con- 
nection between welfare and work. Ameri- 
cans are not cold-hearted. We're a caring 
people. Americans support welfare and fami- 
lies in need. But we want to see government 
at every level work together to track down 
the deadbeat fathers, the ones who can’t be 
bothered to pay their child support. And 
most important, we've got to break the cycle 
of dependency that } shh dignity and 
passes down poverty from one generation to 
the next. That’s wrong. That’s cruel. And 
we're working to change it. The way we’re 
doing that is to encourage States to innovate 
with workfare and plans that help people 
break that dependency, begin learning work 
skills. Let’s help those families. 

And we will continue to fight for the par- 
ents’ right to choose their children’s schools. 
We've got a great education program, and 
school choice is at the heart of America 2000, 
our strategy to literally revolutionize Amer- 
ican education. 

Today, March 6th, is a World Day of Pray- 
er. And I think it says something that the 
World Day of Prayer is observed a lot more 
frequently here in this community than it is 
in Washington, DC. You know there’s some- 
thing wrong when our kids cannot participate 
in voluntary prayer in the classrooms across 
this country. The Senate and the House— 
and they need it, I'll admit—open their ses- 
sions every day with prayer. Why can’t we 
have a voluntary prayer in the classroom? 

And let me be clear: Parents, parents, not 
some bureaucrat in Washington, DC, knows 
what is best for the kids. And that’s why we 
worked hard to win a child care bill that pro- 
vides parents the right to choose who pro- 
vides the care. We know America is first as 
long as we put the family first. 
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Now, back to Congress, regrettably. For 
3 years I’ve had to fight the liberal isaileciing 
of the Congress, one party having controlled 
that Congress for most of the last 50 years. 
And I will continue to stand for principle no 
matter how daunting the odds. We have 
fought; we’ve put pe don on the bench who 
know their role is to interpret the law, not 
to legislate from the Federal bench. And I’m 
going to keep on doing that. 

And let me be clear to those here and 
those that are not here but might be listen- 
ing: I will use the veto when I co to stand 
for principle, to stand up for family values. 
Sometimes even my friends said I was flirting 
with defeat by casting a veto instead of cut- 
ting out a deal. But we've never lost a veto 
fight, and I will never hesitate to use the veto 
when principle is at stake. 

And. so, here we go again. The liberal lead- 
ership of the Congress is once again on a 
collision course with my veto. You remember 
when I asked Congress to pass tax cuts and 
incentives to really stimulate this economy, 
to get it moving, to get real estate up and 
running, to reward risk takers who create 
good jobs. It’s time to quit punishing people 
who create jobs. We ought to cut the tax on 
capital gains. 

But as Don Nickles knows because he’s 
fighting against them every day, instead of 
passing my plan, the big spenders who con- 
trol the Congress had other ideas, and they 
pushed through one of their own. And here’s 
what’s in it for you: a tiny, temporary tax cut, 
25 cents, a quarter a day for each man, 
woman, and child. And here’s the catch: You 
can keep that quarter in exchange for $100 
billion in new taxes. The Democrats call that 
new revenue, and I call it your money. And 
we are not going to let that happen. 

If you feel the way I do, write Pas Con- 
gress, and then tell him to keep the change 
and keep your hands off of the taxpayers’ wal- 
lets. Unless I haven’t been clear. If they send 
me the bill, anything like the one that came 
out of the House, I’m going to veto it faster 
than an Oklahoma twister and send it right 
back. 

And remember, I have set a deadline to 
the Congress: March 20th. And I have said 
to the Congress: Pass our plan, get our econ- 
omy moving, set the politics aside for just 
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a minute—and then we can fight about it 
politically from now on—and do something 
for the American people. 

You've probably got some Will Rogers stu- 
dents around here, but I know Will Rogers 
once said it was better to have termites in 
your house than the legislature in session. 
[Laughter] But this time there’s no way 
around it. Congress has got work, its work 
to do to get this country moving 

And I know full well how 5 fficult times 
have been in the past few years in this State 
for the people in the oil and gas business, 
for example. And our domestic oil and gas 
industry is important to our national econ- 
omy. It’s important; it is vital to our national 
security. And all of us share an interest in 
a national energy strategy that will keep 
America strong and keep us competitive. And 
it’s a commonsense plan, ours is, that will 
help both consumers and producers. Con- 
gress has been slow to act on our energy 
strategy, but finally it’s beginning to move. 
And so, I'd like to ask all of the people of 
Oklahoma to join me and Don Nickles and 
Mickey and help us put the heat on Congress 
to get our energy initiatives in place. 

Without getting too technical, I also want 
action on an issue absolutely vital to Okla- 
homa energy producers. This is technical, but 
it’s important. The alternative minimum tax 
as applied to the energy industry is hurting 
our economy and helping no one. It is unfair 
to the independent producers. And it’s cost- 
ing us jobs. And Don Nickles understands 
this problem, and he’s been in the lead to 
get it solved. And so, let me assure you, I 
will work with Don to get the Congress to 
reform this tax provision and restore fair 
treatment to our energy producers. It is in 
the national security interest of the United 
States to do this. 

I am not going to sit around waiting for 
the congressional leadership to help the 
economy, though. Our administration has 
been reviewing what we can do under exist- 
ing laws to help. And in the natural gas indus- 
try—help that get moving again as well. And 
so, today we’re going to announce several 
new actions that will eliminate some of the 
regulatory barriers that have hampered the 
gas industry. And these actions will provide 
significant relief to industry, but they are no 
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substitute for prompt action by Congress to 
pass my energy legislation. 

We're going to fight as we must, and we 
will win. And in the world today, if we want 
to succeed economically right here at home, 
we've got to lead economically abroad. Each 
day, more and more American jobs are tied 
to trade, to international trade. And that’s the 
case here in Oklahoma. In the past 4 years, 
Oklahoma’s exports have jumped by 75 per- 
cent. 

And today, 75,000 Oklahoma jobs are tied 
to trade. And remember, every billion dollars 
more in manufactured exports means 20,000 
new jobs here. And each extra billion dollars 
in agricultural exports means thousands more 
jobs on Oklahoma ranches and farms and in 
the Oklahoma agribusiness. 

And so, some of my opponents are out 
there peddling protectionism, a retreat from 
economic reality. And you cut through all the 
patriotic posturing and the political promis- 
ing and all the tough talk about fighting back 
by shutting out foreign goods. Well, look 
closely. That is not the American Flag they 
are waving; it is the white flag of surrender. 
And we must not have it. That is not the 
America that you and I know. We don’t run; 
we compete. And never in this Nation’s long 
history have we turned our backs on a chal- 
lenge. And we are not going to let them start 
doing it to us now. 

I put my faith in the American worker. 
re. the playing field, and the American 
worker will outthink, outproduce, and out- 
— anyone, anywhere, anytime. So, let’s 

ack those workers with free and fair trade. 

We're strong. We're strong because we 
value faith, family, and freedom. We are the 
world’s greatest power because whenever our 
values are threatened, we fight to defend 
them. And we need to keep our defenses 
strong. In my State of the Union Message, 
I proposed far-reaching, but still responsible 
cuts to bring our Armed Forces into line with 
the new realities of the world. These cuts 
were based on recommendations from the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, from Colin Powell, from 
Secretary Cheney, all who have performed 
superbly. But now the liberals, true to form, 
want to put down this scalpel on that kind 
of cut and pick up a meat ax. And I am not 
going to let that happen. We are going to 
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keep America strong. And you can count on 
it. 


You see, as President, and I’m sure all of 
you all know this, I have a constitutional re- 
sponsibility for the national security of this 
country. And as long as I am President, I 
guarantee you we will have defenses strong 
enough to meet our responsibilities. We were 
ready last year, and an unforeseen situation 
arose when Iraq’s brutal dictator invaded Ku- 
wait. And we will be ready when we face 
the next crisis. Do not let them cut the heart 
out of our defenses. 


We must let the world know this: What- 
ever the challenge, America will stay strong. 
We are in it to win. And make no mistake 
about this, don’t listen to these politicians on 
the other side who tell you we’re in decline. 
You travel anywhere around the world, and 
you will find we are the undisputed, re- 
spected leader of the free world. And we're 
going to stay that way. 


Think back to a year ago, the calm after 
Desert Storm. Ask any one of the proud sons 
and daughters of this great State of Okla- 
homa, ask any of the young people from this 
campus who became liberators of Kuwait. 
And they'll tell you military strength doesn’t 
mean a thing without moral support right 
here at home. And let me say America is 
proud of the Oklahoma 45th, the 45th Bri- 
gade, and proud of the decision this week 
to keep that brigade in service. 


Of course, there are those who didn’t sup- 
port us then—I can understand that—there 
are those who second-guess us now, but not 
here, not in Oklahoma. When I drew that 
line in the sand, you stood with me. And 
never would this country tuck tail and let ag- 
gression stand. And America did what was 
right and just and good, and America pre- 
vailed. 

And we’re bringing that same spirit to the 
fight that we face today. And so, let my oppo- 
nents go out there and tell us everything 
that’s wrong about our country. Let them try 
to win by carrying down our great fabric. My 
opponents sound the retreat, run from reali- 
ties, seek refuge in a world of protectionism 
and high taxes and big Government. Let 
them drone on about what’s wrong in Amer- 
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ica. We know what is right about the United 
States of America. 


Once again, I’m proud to be on this cam- 
pus. And let me close with just a couple of 
words right from the heart. In the first place, 
I think my wife is a fantastic First Lady of 
the United States. But we are blessed. She 
and I are blessed to serve this great Nation 
of ours at a moment when so many of the 
old fears have been driven away, when so 
many new hopes stand within our reach. And 
since the day I took the oath of office, I made 
it my duty always to try to do what is right 
for this country. And I’ve given it my level 
best. And I am not done yet. 


You and I have more work ahead before 
we've finished our mission. And it’s a battle 
for our future. It’s about jobs for your future. 
It’s about the family. It is about world peace. 


And together, I think we’ve made a great 
beginning to renew the miracle of American 
enterprise and to strengthen our values of 
family, faith, and freedom. And I am count- 
ing on Oklahomans, you young people espe- 
cially, to reject the ugly politics of hate that’s 
rearing its head again: anti-Semitism, bigotry. 
They have no place in the United States of 
America. 


And now we're approaching an hour of de- 
cision next week. Don’t wait until November. 
I’m asking you to vote on Tuesday in the Re- 
publican primary. Give me your vote in this 
important election next Tuesday, and help 
win 4 more years to lead the fight for the 
values we share. 


Thank you, and may God bless the United 
States of America, the freest and fairest and 
strongest country on the face of the Earth. 


Thank you very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:13 a.m. at 
Oklahoma Christian University. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Edward L. Gaylord, 
president of Oklahoma Publishing Co., and 
his wife, Thelma, and J. Terry Johnson, presi- 
dent of Oklahoma Christian University of 
Science and Arts. A tape was not available 
for verification of the content of these re- 
ma 
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Remarks at Louisiana State 
University in Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
March 6, 1992 


Thank you very much. So pleased to be 
introduced by your Congressman and m 
chairman, Richard Baker, doing a great jo 
up there in Washington. And I want to salute 
two other great Congressmen, Bob Living- 
ston and Jim McCrery. What a job they're 
doing for the people of Louisiana. And we 
brought back to Louisiana with us another 
of Louisiana’s sons and secretary of state Fox 
McKeithen right here, whose dad used to be 
Governor, and also Henson Moore, my Dep- 
uty Chief of Staff, who represented Baton 
Rouge in the Congress. He now serves as 
our Deputy Chief of Staff there in the White 
House. And Chancellor Davis, thank you, sir, 
for letting us come to this beautiful campus, 
and thank all of you for the warm welcome. 

Let me just say, when I saw the Tiger de- 
scending, it is great to be back in Tiger terri- 
tory. And let me be very clear why I am here: 
Four more years. That’s what we want. And 
I’m so pleased to see two that were in the 
White House not so long ago, Coach Brown 
and Shaquille, the “Shaq Attack” O’Neal. 
Shaq didn’t think I'd come down for his 
birthday, did he? [Laughter] Right? 

And I wonder if I have any Deke fraternity 
brothers out here. As I was driving—now, 
wait just a minute—as I was driving past the 
fraternity house, I heard him shouting: Four 
more years! And that’s brotherhood for you, 
I thought. And then, Barbara said what they 
were really saying was: Four more beers! 
[Laughter] I think my fraternity, I think the 
Dekes got a bad rap. Some would compare 
to them to “Animal House,” you know. They 
ought to take a look at what happens up on 
Capitol Hill. 

Let me just comment about what we're 
doing. We’re in a battle for our future. I’m 
determined that America should leave young 
people like you the best possible legacy. We 
want America to lead the world in good jobs 
with productive work. And we want to re- 
main a force for world peace and freedom. 
And we are fighting to protect our most basic 
institution, the American family. 

And that’s why, really, I would say to all 
of you, no matter who you are for in this 
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process, that’s why this year of decision is 
so important for our country. In next Tues- 
day’s primary election and November's gen- 
eral election, you will hold the future of this 
country, your future, in your hands. And I’m 
asking you to get out the vote and create a 
resounding mandate for transforming Amer- 
ica. Let us nominate men and women, and 
elect men and women, who share our values. 
And we've got much more to do to get Amer- 
ica on the right track. And so, I’m asking you 
for 4 more years as your President to finish 
the job. 

Somehow I think Louisianians understand 
this, but this country was built on faith and 
family and freedom. And we must renew 
those sources of our strength. And we must 
allow common sense to prevail. 

For example, in our welfare system, re- 
store the connection between welfare and 
work. Americans aren’t cold hearted. We are 
a caring people, and we support help for 
those families in need. But we want to see 
government at every level work together, for 
example, to track down the deadbeat fathers, 
the ones who cannot be bothered to pay child 
support. But more important, we've got to 
break the cycle of dependency that destroys 
dignity and passes down poverty from one 
generation to the next. That’s wrong. That’s 
cruel. And we've got to keep working to 
change it. And so we’re encouraging States 
to innovate with workfare and with plans that 
help people break welfare dependency and 
begin learning and work skills. 

So anyway, we're going to continue to fight 
for the parents’ rights. We’re going to fight 
for the parents’ rights to choose their chil- 
dren’s schools, school choice. We've got a 
great education program to help revolution- 
ize the schools. School choice is at the heart 
of America 2000, our strategy to literally rev- 
olutionize American education. 

And let’s get our priorities right. There’s 
something wrong. Our kids cannot partici- 
pate in voluntary prayer in the classroom, and 
we need to change that. I will admit that they 
need it, but both the House of Rep- 
resentatives and the Senate open their ses- 
sions with a prayer. And Congress needs it, 
I will admit, but I think it ought to be true 
for voluntary prayer in the classrooms. 
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Parents, not some bureaucrat in Washing- 
ton, DC, really know what is best for their 
children. And that’s why I worked to win a 
child care bill that provides parents the right 
to choose who provides the care. We know 
America is first as long as we put the family 
first. So everything I do is going to be shaped 
at strengthening the American family. 

As Bob and Jim and Richard know, for 3 
years I’ve had to fight the liberal leadership 
of the Congress. And I will continue to stand 
for principle no matter how daunting the 
odds. We've fought, and we've put judges, 
for example, on the bench who know their 
rule is to interpret the law, not to legislate 
from the Federal bench. And I’ll use the veto 
when I have to, to stand for principle, to 
stand up for these values. Sometimes even 
my friends said I was flirting with defeat by 
casting a veto instead of cutting a deal. But 
we've never lost a veto fight, and I'll never 
hesitate to use the veto when principle is at 
stake. That’s the only way we can change the 
direction of the Congress. 

The liberal leadership of the Congress is 
once again on a collision course with my veto. 
You remember I asked the Congress to pass 
tax cuts and incentives to get this stagnant 
economy moving, to get real estate up and 
running, to reward those that go out and take 
the ile. the risk-takers who create good 
jobs. And it’s time to quit punishing people 
who create jobs. And so I say cut the tax 
on capital gains and start a lot of new busi- 
nesses. 

But instead of passing my plan, the spend- 
ers who control the Congress had other 
ideas. And they pushed through one of their 
own. And here’s what’s in it for people who 
work for a living: a tiny temporary tax cut, 
25 cents a day, a quarter a day for each man, 
woman, and child in America. But here’s the 
catch. You can keep that quarter in exchange 
for $100 billion in new taxes. Now, they call 
that new revenue. I call it your money. 

And if you feel the way I do, tell the Con- 
gress to keep the change and keep their 
hands off the taxpayers’ wallets. And just so 
I am clear with the Congress on this, let me 
say right here in Louisiana, but beamed to 
a DC: If the liberals send me 
their scheme, I'll send it back the minute 
it reaches my desk. I will veto it. I will slam 
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dunk it faster than L.S.U. can say “cha- 
ching.” 

Remember, I’ve set a deadline, March 
20th. And I’ve said to the Congress, “Pass 
our plan. Get our economy moving. Do 
something now for the American people.” 
And let me say this: It’s tough this time of 
year, right before a primary election, but let’s 
set the politics aside long enough to take 
these few selective steps to stimulate the 
economy, and then we can put the politics 
in place for the fall. But let’s stimulate the 
American economy and get people back to 
work. 

But we will fight. I like a good fight. And 
we will fight as we must, and we will win. 
And in the world today, if we want to succeed 
economically at home—we must—we have 
got to lead economically abroad. Each day, 
more and more American jobs are tied to 
trade. Remember this one: Every billion dol- 
lars more in manufactured exports means 
20,000 new jobs, and each extra billion dol- 
lars in agricultural exports means thousands 
more jobs on Louisiana farms and in Lou- 
isiana agribusiness. 

But my opponents are peddling protec- 
tionism, a retreat from economic reality. And 
you can cut through all the patriotic postur- 
ing, all the tough talk about fighting back and 
bashing somebody by shutting out foreign 
goods, but look closely. That’s not the Amer- 
ican flag they are waving; it is the white flag 
of surrender. And that is not the America 
that you and I know. And clearly, when you 
look around the world, it is not the way of 
the future for young Americans. America 
doesn’t cut and run. We compete. And never 
in our long history have we turned our backs 
on a challenge, and we simply are not going 
to start that now. 

I put my faith in your talent to compete: 
Level the playing field, and Americans will 
outthink, outproduce, and outperform any- 
one, anywhere, anytime. 

As I said earlier, we’re strong because we 
value faith, family, and freedom. We're the 
world’s greatest power, the world’s greatest 
power because whenever our values are 
threatened, we fight to defend them. We 
need to keep our defenses strong. In my 
State of the Union Message, I proposed some 
far-reaching but still very responsible cuts to 
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bring our Armed Forces into line with the 
new realities of the world. I base my rec- 
ommendations to Congress on the unani- 
mous opinion of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; of 
their able Chairman, Colin Powell; of our 
arg alpwegne | And we send this pro- 

that keep our defense strong 
Et ¢ stil make cuts in defense; because of 
what’s happened around the world, we can 
do that. But the liberals, true to form, want 
to put down the scalpel and pick up a meat 
ax. We cannot let that happen. We must keep 
America strong, and I'll do that, and you can 
count on it. Who knows where the next threat 
comes from? 

For those of you studying government, you 
know this: As President, I have a con- 
stitutional responsibility for the national se- 
curity of this country. And as long as I am 
President of the United States, I guarantee 
you we are going to have defenses strong 
enough to meet our responsibilities. We were 
ready when Iraq’s brutal dictator invaded 
Kuwait, and we will be ready when we face 
the next crisis. We must not cut into the mus- 
cle of our defense. 

We must let the world know this: What- 
ever the challenge—and we're facing some 
right now if you look around the world— 
whatever the challenge, America will stay 
strong. America is in it to win. 

Think back to just about one year ago 
today, the calm after Desert Storm. Ask any 
one of the proud sons and daughters of Lou- 
isiana, more than 250 from right here at 
L.S.U., ask any one of those young people 
from this campus who became liberators of 
Kuwait, and they'll tell you military strength 
doesn’t mean a thing without the moral sup- 
port right here at home. 

And yes, there are some revisionists out 
there trying to rewrite history now. And of 
course, there were those who didn’t support 
us back then. There are those who second- 
guess us now, but not here, not across this 
State of Louisiana. When I drew that line 
in the sand, you stood with me. And never 
would this country tuck tail and let aggression 
stand. America did what was right and good 
and just, and we prevailed. And we are today 
the envy of the world, people looking to us 
to defend freedom and democracy wherever 
it may be. 
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And now we've got to bring that same vic- 
torious spirit, that same “America together” 
spirit to fight the problems we face today. 
And so let my opponents sound retreat, run 
from the new realities, seek refuge in a world 
of protectionism, high taxes, big government. 
Let them drone on about what’s wrong in 
America. We know what is right about this 
country. 

The spirit of Desert Storm brought us to- 
gether, Americans of every color and creed. 
And I’m asking you young people to do all 
you can to keep this country united, make 
it a land of harmony for years to come. And 
that means right now, every one of us, I don’t 
care, South, North, East, or West, every one 
of us must stand up and say no to the politics 
of prejudice and hate and anti-Semitism and 
bigotry. They have no place in America. 

Let me close with just a few words from 
the heart. Barbara and I are blessed, we are 
blessed to—and I might say I think the First 
Lady is doing a first-class job, if that’s all 
right. No, but I know she feels this way, and 
I do. We are blessed to serve this great Na- 
tion of ours at a moment when so many of 
the old fears have been driven away, when 
so many new hopes stand within our reach. 
Every day, and this is the gospel truth, we 
still say our prayers. But every day, I thank 
God that young people like you will be able 
to follow your dreams without the nightmare 
of nuclear holocaust hanging over us as it 
did just a few years ago. And since the day 
I took the oath of office, I made it my duty 
to try, to try hard always to do what is right 
for this country. And I’ve given it my level- 
best, and I am not done yet. 

You and I have more work ahead before 
we've finished our mission. It’s a battle for 
our future. It’s about jobs for your future. 
It’s about the family. It’s about world peace. 
Together, I believe we have made a great 
beginning to renew the miracle of American 
enterprise and to strengthen our values of 
family and faith and freedom. Now we're ap- 
proaching an hour of decision. Now it gets 
into the political trenches, next week. So 
don’t wait until November, I’m asking you 
to vote on Tuesday in the Republican pri- 
mary. And give me your vote in this impor- 
tant election next Tuesday. Help me win 4 
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more years to lead the fight for the values 
we share. 

Thank you, and may God bless the United 
States of America, the freest, the fairest, the 
most decent country on the face of the Earth. 
Thank you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:55 p.m. in 
Pete Maravich Arena. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to William E. Davis, chancellor of the 
university, and head coach Dale Brown and 
center Shaquille O’Neal of the L.S.U. Tigers 
basketball team. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 


Remarks at a Bush-Quayle Rally in 
Jackson, Mississippi 


March 6, 1992 


Thank you all. Thank you, Governor. And 
may I pay my respects to Governor Fordice, 
thank him for that introduction, and tell him 
how glad I am to be working with him to 
help solve the many problems of our Nation. 
And it’s great to be with you, Kirk, and of 
course with the First Lady, Pat. You both 
are off to a wonderful start for this State. 
And to the Lieutenant Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor Briggs, and to Mayor Charles 
Evers, it’s an honor to share the stage. And 
then I see some of our Mississippi Bush- 
Quayle team, my dear friend Clarke Reed 
and Evelyn McPhail and Ann Wilson. And 
thank you, Reverend Felder, for the invoca- 
tion; to Anna McDonald for her beautiful 
singing; Jerry Clower, who had you all in 
stitches, doing a great emceeing job. And 
may I thank the Mississippi Valley State Band 
n also Pearl High School. Thank you all 
for the great music. 

I know of the interest in agriculture here, 
and I have an announcement of interest to 
Mississippians. And I will nominate Jim Huff 
of Taylorsville to join my administration in 
Washington as head of the Rural Electrifica- 
tion Administration. His farming, his ranch- 
ing, his manufacturing, and Government ex- 
perience make him the perfect choice to lead 
the REA. Insured loans and loan guarantees 
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have helped provide service to 600,000 cus- 
tomers in Mississippi, so it is fitting that a 
native son of Mississippi takes on this impor- 
tant job. 

Now, about the business at hand, it’s re- 
freshing to be here. And it’s always refreshing 
to get away from Washington. I share your 
pride in your new Governor, Kirk Fordice. 
You see, he’s a commonsense leader who 
shares our values and visions for America’s 
future. And these values, if you do your his- 
tory, these values have changed the world. 
And we need them now to change America. 

We're in a battle for our future. We're de- 
termined to leave our kids the best possible 
legacy. And we want America to lead the 
world in good jobs with productive work. And 
we want to remain a force for world peace 
and freedom. And we're fighting to protect 
our most basic institution, the American fam- 
ily. And that’s why this year of decision is 
so important for America. And that’s why 
next Tuesday’s election, the primary election, 
and then the November general election are 
vital to our future. And I’m asking you to 
get out the vote and create a resounding 
mandate for transforming America. Let's 
nominate and elect men and women who 
share our values. We’ve got much more to 
do to get America on the right track. And 
so I’m asking you for 4 more years as Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

This country was built on faith and family 
and freedom, and we must renew those 
sources of our strength. We must allow com- 
mon sense to prevail in our welfare system, 
restore the connection between welfare and 
work, Americans aren’t coldhearted; we're a 
caring people. We support those families that 
need help. But we want to see government 
at every ‘evel work — to track down 
those deadbeat dads, the ones who can’t be 
bothered to pay the child support. And we've 
got to break the cycle of dependency that 
destroys dignity and passes down poverty 
from one generation to the next. That’s 
wrong. It is cruel. And we've got to work 
together, coming together to change it. 
We're encouraging States—full cooperation 
from the Governor—to innovate with 
workfare, with plans that help people break 
that dependency and begin learning work 
skills. 
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And we will continue also in another front 
to fight for parents’ right to choose their 
schools, school choice. School choice is at the 
heart of America 2000, our strategy to lit- 
erally revolutionize American education. And 
my wife, Barbara, recently joined Governor 
Fordice and your lovely First Lady, Pat, in 
the town of Winona to kick off Mississippi 
2000, your own State’s commitment to fun- 
damental reform. We're going to stay the 
course and help every single kid in America 
have the best possible education. That means 


ou. 

, Today, March 6th, is a World Day of Pray- 
er. And I think it’s quite a commentary on 
things that the World Day of Prayer is ob- 
served a lot more fervently in Mississippi and 
in our State of Texas than it is in Washington, 
DC. And speaking of Washington, the House 
there and the Senate both open their daily 
sessions with a prayer. But there’s something 
wrong when our kids cannot participate in 
voluntary prayer in the classrooms of the 
United States of America. And we need to 
change that. 

You see, parents, not some bureaucrat in 
Washington, know what is best for their chil- 
dren. And that’s why I worked to win a child 
care bill, a good one, that provides parents 
the rights to choose who provides the care. 
And we know America is Arst as long as we 
put the family first. 

For 3 years I’ve had to fight the liberal 
leadership of Congress. And I’m going to 
continue to stand for the principle, no matter 
how daunting the odds. We fought, and we 
put judges on the bench who know the rule 
is to interpret the law, not to legislate from 
the Federal bench. I’m delighted that David 
Souter and Clarence Thomas are now mem- 
bers of the Supreme Court. 

And also another point: I'll use the veto 
when I have to, to stand for principle, to 
stand up for family values. And sometimes 
even my friends said I was flirting with defeat 
by casting a veto instead of cutting a deal. 
But we've never lost a veto fight, and I will 
never hesitate to use the veto when principle 
is at stake. 

Now, I’m sure you all have been reading 
in the papers, once again the liberal leader- 
ship of the Congress is on a collision course 
with my veto. You remember I asked Con- 
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gress to pass tax cuts and incentives, invest- 
ment incentives to get this economy moving 
again, and that means pass a new investment 
tax allowance. To get real estate up and run- 
ning, that means pass incentives like a $5,000 
tax credit for those first-time homebuyers, 
those young marrieds that want to buy their 
home for the first time. It means rewarding 
risk to those who create jobs, and that means 
cut the tax on capital gains so we can get 
more businesses going. 

But instead of passing my plan, the big 
spenders who control the United States Con- 
gress had other ideas. They pushed through 
one of their own. And here’s what’s in it for 
you: a tiny, temporary tax cut, 25 cents, a 
quarter a day for each man, woman, and 
child in America. And here’s the catch: You 
can keep that quarter in exchange for $100 
billion in new taxes. Now, the Democrats call 
that new revenue. And I call it your money. 
If you feel the way I do, tell the Congress, 
“Keep the change, and keep your hands off 
the taxpayers’ wallets.” 

Now, right here in Mississippi, you don’t 
take storm warnings lightly. Hurricanes and 
tornadoes, nothing to trifle with. Well, Con- 
gress better not mistake my veto warning. 
The storm flags are flying. And if the liberals 
send me that tax bill, I’ll send it back faster 
than a Mississippi whirlwind. And I will veto 
it the very day that I receive it. 

And let me say to the Congressmen that 
might be listening up there in Washington: 
Remember, I’ve set a deadline, March 20th. 
And I've said to you all: Pass our plan. Get 
our economy moving. Do something for the 
American people. Set politics aside and stim- 
ulate this economy so the men and women 
of Mississippi and across our country will 
have more jobs. 

I like a good fight. And we'll fight if we 
must, and we will win. And we'll keep to our 
course of leadership in the world economy, 
and that’s absolutely a must if we’re going 
to succeed economically at home. Trade with 
our neighbors, trade with the world is vital. 
It is absolutely essential here in Mississippi. 

A couple of months ago, I visited Peavey 
Electronics in Meridian. And they told me 
40 percent of their sales are exports. Across 
the State, 45,000 jobs now depend on ex- 
ports. And remember, every billion dollars 
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more in manufactured exports means 20,000 
new jobs, and each extra billion dollars in 
agricultural exports means thousands more 
jobs on Mississippi farms and in Mississippi 
agribusiness. 

But my opponents are peddling protec- 
tionism, a retreat from economic reality. And 
you cut through all the campaign statements 
and the patriotic posturing and all the tough 
talk about fighting back by shutting out for- 
eign goods. Look closely. That is not the 
American flag they're waving; it is the white 
flag of surrender. And that is not the America 
that you and I know. We do not cut and run; 
we compete. Never in this Nation’s long his- 
tory have we turned our backs on a challenge, 
and we are not going to start doing that now. 

And I put my faith in the American work- 
er. Level the playing field, and the American 
worker wil! outthink, outproduce, and out- 
perform anyone, anywhere, anytime. And 
you know what Dizzy Dean said, “It ain’t 
bragging if you can back it up.” 

No, we’re America. We’re in the State of 
Mississippi. And because we're strong, be- 
cause we value faith and family and freedom, 
we're the world’s greatest power. Because 
whenever our values are threatened, we fight 
to defend them. We need to keep our de- 
fenses strong. In my State of the Union Mes- 
sage, I proposed far-reaching but still respon- 
sible cuts to bring our Armed Forces into 
line with the new realities of the world. But 
the liberals, true to form, want to put down 
the scalpel and pick up a meat ax, and we 
cannot let that happen to the defenses of this 
country. I will keep America strong, and you 
can count on it. 

As President, I have a constitutional re- 
sponsibility for the national security of this 
country. And as long as I am President, I 
guarantee you we will have defenses strong 
enough to meet our responsibilities. We were 
ready when Iraq’s brutal dictator invaded 
Kuwait, and we will be ready when we face 
the next crisis; make no mistake about it. We 
must let the world know this: Whatever the 
challenge, America will stay strong. We are 
the a: ceo trusted leader of the world. 
And as President, I will keep it that way. 

Think back a year ago, think back just a 
year ago to the calm after Desert Storm. Ask 
any one of the proud sons and daughters of 
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Mississippi who became the liberators of Ku- 
wait, and they will tell you military strength 
doesn’t mean a thing without moral support 
right here at home. 

And yes, we all know: There were those 
who didn’t support us then. There are those 
who second-guess us now, but not here, not 
in the State of Mississippi. And when I drew 
that line in the sand, you stood with me. And 
never would this country tuck tail and let ag- 
gression stand. America did what was right 
and good and just, and America prevailed. 

And we're bringing that same spirit to the 
fight we face today. I want you to join me. 
Bring that same Desert Storm spirit to solv- 
ing + se problems at home, and let our op- 
ponents sound the retreat, run from the reali- 
ties, seek refuge in a world of protectionism 
and high taxes and big Government. And let 
them drone on about what’s wrong in Amer- 
ica. We know what is right about our country. 

And that brings me to another point, and 
I want to say it right here in front of the 
capitol of this great State: Desert Storm 
brought us together, Americans of every 
color and elie. And I am counting on the 
good people of this State and all across our 
country, the other 49 States, to build on that 
harmony. And let’s stand up and reject the 
ugly politics of hatred that is rearing its head 
again. Racism and anti-Semitism and bigotry 
have no place in the United States of Amer- 
ica. 

Let me close with just a couple of words 
from the heart. Barbara and I are blessed. 
Let me say parenthetically—it’s a little 
husbandly pride—I happen to think this First 
Lady is doing a pretty fine job for the United 
States of America and for these kids here. 
But we view it this way: We’re blessed to 
serve this great Nation of ours at a moment 
when so many of the old fears have been 
driven away, when so many new hopes stand 
within our reach. Maybe you do the same 
thing, but every day, every day I thank God 
that our young people will be able to follow 
their dreams without the nightmare of nu- 
clear holocaust hanging over us as it did just 
a few years ago. And since the day I took 
the oath of office I made it my duty always 
to try to do my best, try to do what is right 
for this country. I’ve given it my level-best, 
and I am not done yet. 
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And you and I have more work ahead be- 
fore we've finished our mission. It’s a battle 
for our future: It’s about jobs; it is about fam- 
ily; it is about world peace, the kind of legacy 
we will leave these young kids sitting here 
in front of me today. Together, we’ve made 
a great beginning to renew the miracle of 
American enterprise and to strengthen those 
fundamental values of family, faith, and free- 
dom. And now we're approaching an hour 
of decision, next week. Don’t wait until No- 
vember. I’m asking you to vote on Tuesday 
in the Republican primary. Give me your 
vote in this important election next Tuesday. 
Help me win 4 more years to lead the fight 
for the values we share. 

Thank you, and may God bless the United 
States of America. Thank you very, very 
much. 


Note: The President spoke at 4:52 p.m. at 
the State Capitol Building. In his remarks, 
he referred to Clarke Reed, State chairman 
for the Bush-Quayle campaign; Evelyn 
McPhail, chairman of the Republican Party 
of Mississippi; Ann Wilson, Republican na- 
tional committeewoman; and Rev. Bert 
Felder, senior minister of Galloway Memorial 
United Methodist Church, Jackson, MS. 


Message to the Congress 
Transmitting the Report of the White 
House Conference on Library and 
Information Services 


March 6, 1992 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I am pleased to transmit to you the Sum- 
mary Report of the 1991 White House Con- 
ference on Library and Information Services 
and my recommendations on its contents as 
mandated by the Congress in Public Law 
100-382, section 4. 

The world has changed dramatically since 
the last White House Conference on Library 
and Information Services. The thirst for free- 
dom has swept aside the acceptance of tyr- 
anny. New and amazing technologies have 
made ideas accessible to everyone. Books, 
faxes, computer disks, and television and 
news broadcasts have ended the reign of ig- 
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norance and helped create a whole new 
world of enterprise, competition and, with 
it, intellectual growth. 

Library and information services are vital 
because they help ensure a free citizenry and 
a democratic society. It was appropriate that 
the 1991 Conference addressed three major 
themes of great concern to our own society: 
literacy, productivity, and democracy. These 
three issues are now more important than 
ever as we work to raise our Nation’s edu- 
cational level, to make the American work 
force preeminent in the world, and to serve 
as an example to the rest of the world regard- 
ing the benefits of a democratic society. We 
live in exciting times with our world changing 
daily. Not only are we on the verge of revolu- 
tions in educational practice and workplace 
improvements, but technology is helping to 
change the very way in which we learn and 
work. Library and information services are 
at the center of this change with new sophis- 
ticated technologies that not only improve 
the quality of information but actually make 
it more accessible to the people who need 
it. It was the realization that library and infor- 
mation services are in a period of rapid 
change that prompted the establishment of 
the 1991 White House Conference on Li- 
brary and Information Services. 

Participants at the White House Con- 
ference considered the themes of literacy, 
productivity, and democracy, and how library 
and information services can contribute sig- 
nificantly to the achievement of those goals. 
The 984 delegates to the Conference in- 
cluded librarians, information specialists, and 
community leaders. They represented all the 
States and territories and the Federal library 
community. Prior to the Conference, there 
had been innumerable pre-Conference fo- 
rums involving more than 100,000 Ameri- 
cans. These meetings produced 2,500 initial 
proposals regarding library and information 
services. The Conference delegates delib- 
erated on 95 consolidated proposals before 
making their final recommendations. I wish 
to commend the National Commission on Li- 
braries and Information Science for its key 
role in making the Conference a success. The 
recommendations, thoughtfully considered 
by the delegates to the Conference, are in- 
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tended to help frame national library and in- 
formation service policies for the 1990s. 


The Importance of Library and Information 
Services 


Library and information services have al- 
ways played a significant role in our society. 
From colonial times forward, our libraries 
have acquired, preserved, and disseminated 
information to Americans. Today libraries 
and information services are expanding their 
roles and, with the advent of new technology, 
changing the ways in which we use and share 
information. As we move toward the new 
century, we should acknowledge the con- 
tributions that libraries have made and will 
continue to make in the years ahead. 

A particular strength of our libraries and 
information services is that they are locally 
controlled. Whether in the public or private 
sector, these services are best maintained at 
the local level where they can be most re- 
sponsive to citizens and where they can adapt 
to new local needs. Likewise, the States have 
a long tradition of fostering the development 

services to all citi- 
oth local and State 


and expansion of libra 
zens. In patente cng 
governments are the primary supporters of 
our Nation’s libraries and information serv- 
ices. The Federal role in library and informa- 
tion services has been one of encouraging 


State and local support to ex- 


and leveragin 
inbility of library services to all 


pand the avai 
Americans. 


Literacy 


The quest for the future begins with lit- 
eracy. Literacy is a goal that we must make 
every effort to achieve. It has been estimated 
that 23 million adult Americans are function- 
ally illiterate, lacking skills beyond the fourth- 
grade level, with another 35 million 
semiliterate, lacking skills beyond the eighth- 
grade level. The effects of illiteracy in this 
Nation are staggering as people find them- 
selves shut out of opportunities and as our 
governments struggle to find ways to assist 
these disadvantaged individuals. 

My Administration is committed to im- 
— education for all Americans. With 

road bipartisan support, we are moving rap- 
idly to implement strategies to achieve our 
six National Education Goals. These Goals, 
developed cooperatively with the Nation’s 
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Governors, address critical education issues 
ranging from ensuring our children start 
school ready to learn and attaining a 90 per- 
cent high school graduation rate, to being 
first in the world in math and science, dem- 
onstrating competency in core subject areas, 
and ensuring safe, disciplined, and drug-free 
schools. Goal five states that by the year 
2000, “Every adult in America will be literate 
and will possess the skills necessary to com- 
pete in a global economy and exercise the 
rights and responsibilities of citizenship.” As 
we pursue education reform across America, 
one of our emphases must be on a literate 
America. To that end, I have consistently 
worked for an increase in Federal efforts for 
literacy programs. Our national education 
strategy, AMERICA 2000, is designed to 
help achieve all of the goals, and libraries, 
serving as community centers, can therefore 
play a major role in helping communities and 
schools across the country reach the goals. 

The Conference recommendations in- 
clude several statements that also address the 
literacy issue. I would urge the Members of 
Congress to review these suggestions care- 
fully and to consider them in any future de- 
liberations regarding literacy and library and 
information services. 


Productivity 


Today’s workplace demands a new defini- 
tion of the term productivity. Rather than a 
traditional perspective that measures the 
production of items, we must recognize that 
we now live in an Information Age. In today’s 
Information Age, many of our workers are 
knowledge es oot who create and use infor- 
mation in totally new environments and in 
totally new ways. What we must do is to en- 
sure that these workers achieve maximum 
productivity in their efforts. 

The White House Conference rec- 
ommendations regarding productivity are 
varied and far-reaching. Of perhaps greatest 
significance is the support shown for a na- 
tional network for information sharing. The 
recent passage of the High-Performance 
Computing Act of 1991 responds directly to 
this recommendation and is a major step in 
the direction of increased productivity for 
American workers. Other recommendations 
address copyright statutes and business infor- 
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mation centers, both of which would have 
a positive impact upon the efforts of Amer- 
ican business and employees. 

My Administration is committed to the full 
employment and increased productivity of 
the American work force. We can, and we 
must, become the most skilled work force 
in the world if we are to remain preeminent 
in today’s global economy. Throughout the 
Federal Government, efforts are being made 
to bring to Americans the kinds of resources 
that they need to improve their on-the-job 
effectiveness. For example, within the De- 
partment of Education, an information re- 
source for teachers, parents, and commu- 
nities is being developed. To be known as 
SMARTLine, this data base will contain the 
best of education research and practice. This 
resource will be available locally—through 
schools and community libraries—to edu- 
cators and parents who want to improve 
classroom instruction methods and to raise 
the education levels of our children. 


Democracy 


An informed populace is a great guarantee 
that our democratic way of life will continue 
and flourish. Recent events have shown us 
that people in other countries are struggling 
to emulate what we have known for the past 
two centuries. The free flow of information 
in countries all over the world and especially 
in Eastern Europe has played a strategic role 
in releasing people from the bondage of igno- 
rance. 

Library and information services provide 
an infrastructure by which we can obtain in- 
formation and can contribute to our demo- 
cratic way of life. In our country, there are 
more than 30,000 public, academic, and spe- 
cial libraries, and there are an estimated 
74,000 school libraries and media centers. 
These library and information centers are the 
links between our citizens and the informa- 
tion that they need. These libraries provide 
the kind of ongoing education that each man, 
woman, and child will need in order to re- 
main a fully productive and fully participating 
citizen. 

The 1991 White House Conference on Li- 
brary and Information Services has gen- 
erated many worthwhile recommendations. 
Clearly these ideas illustrate not only the 
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changing role of libraries, but also the revolu- 
tionary changes affecting our own society. As 
our culture changes, so must the institutions 
that serve it. The Conference Report makes 
it clear that library and information services 
are changing a in response to an in- 
creasingly complex and global society. As we 
strive for a more literate citizenry, increased 
productivity, and stronger democracy, we 
must make certain that our libraries and in- 
formation services will be there to assist us 
as we lead the revolution for education re- 
form. As I stated in my speech at the White 
House Conference, “Libraries and informa- 
tion services stand at the center of this rev- 
olution.” 


George Bush 


The White House, 
March 6, 1992. 


Nomination of James B. Huff, Sr., To 
Be Rural Electrification 
Administrator 


March 6, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate James B. Huff, Sr., of Mis- 
sissippi, to be Administrator of the Rural 
Electrification Administration for a term of 
10 years. He would succeed Gary C. Byrne. 

Currently Mr. Huff serves as State Direc- 
tor of the Farmers Home Administration for 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture in Jack- 
son, MS. From 1957 to 1989, Mr. Huff was 
director of operations for the Masonite Corp. 
in Laurel, MS. 

Mr. Huff graduated from Mississippi State 
University (B.S., 1954). He was born August 
4, 1932, in Jones County, MS. He is married, 
has two children, and resides in Taylorsville, 
MS. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his com- 
mitment to making community service 
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central to the life and work of every Amer- 
ican. 





February 29 


Volunteers of Operation: DIGNITY, of Deca- 
tur, GA 


March 2 


Volunteers of the Pilot Parent Program, of 
Omaha, NE 


March 3 


Volunteers of the ServiceMASTER Company 
Limited Partnership, of Downers Grove, IL 


March 4 


Volunteers of Samaritan Ministries, of Win- 
ston-Salem, NC 


March 5 


Volunteers of the Louisville Chapter of the 
Elfun Society, of Louisville, KY 


March 6 
Volunteers of TreeUtah, of Salt Lake City, UT 





ban of Other 


ite House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the Press 
Secretary and not included elsewhere in this 
issue. 





February 29 

In the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Dallas, TX, and to Atlanta, 
GA. 

In the afternoon, the President attended 
a Bush-Quayle Georgia leadership meeting 
and reception at the Marriott Marquis Hotel. 


March 1 

In the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush attended services at First Baptist 
Church in Atlanta, GA. Later, the President 
gave interviews to Atlanta television stations 
at the Hyatt Regency Hotel. Following the 
interviews, the President and Mrs. Bush trav- 
eled to Savannah, GA, and in the afternoon, 
they returned to Washington, DC. 
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March 2 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Samuel K. Skinner. 

Later in the morning, the President had 
an economic briefing in the Oval Office. Fol- 
lowing the briefing, he met with: 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—Secretary of Defense Richard B. Che- 
ney. 


March 3 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Samuel K. Skinner. 

Later, the President traveled to Chicago, 
IL, where he gave interviews to Chicago tele- 
vision stations at the Hyatt Regency O’Hare 
Hotel. In the afternoon, the President re- 
turned to Washington, DC. 

The President declared a major disaster 
exists in the State of New Jersey and ordered 
Federal aid to supplement State and local 
recovery efforts in the area struck by a severe 
northeast coastal storm on January 4, 1992. 


March 4 

In the morning, the President traveled to 
Tampa, FL, where he attended the annual 
Florida State Strawberry Festival. The Presi- 
dent then traveled to Miami, FL. 


March 5 

In the morning, the President traveled to 
Columbia, SC. In the afternoon, he traveled 
to Memphis, TN, and then to Oklahoma City, 
OK. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals to be mem- 
bers of the National Advisory Council on the 
Public Service. These are new positions: 

John Brademas, of New York. Currently Dr. 


Brademas serves as president of New York Uni- 
versity in New York, NY. 
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Hal Daub, of Nebraska. Currently Mr. Daub 
serves as principal and director of Federal Gov- 
ernment affairs of Deloitte & Touche, an inter- 
national accounting firm in Washington, DC. 
From 1980 to 1988, Mr. Daub served as a U.S. 
Congressman from the Second District of Ne- 
braska. 


Samuel T. Mok, of Maryland. Since 1986 Mr. 
Mok has served as Comptroller and Chief Fi- 
nancial Officer of the U.S. Department of the 
Treasury in Washington, DC. 

Antonia Coello Novello, of the District of Co- 
lumbia. Currently Dr. Novello serves as the 
U.S. Surgeon General in Washington, DC. 


Edward Joseph Perkins, of the District of Co- 
lumbia. Currently Director Perkins serves as 
Director General of the Foreign Service at the 
U.S. Department of State in Washington, DC. 

Jesse M. Rios, of Illinois. Currently Mr. Rios 
serves as president of the National Council of 
Field Labor Locals in Chicago, IL. 

Shirin R. Tahir-Kheli, of Pennsylvania. Cur- 
rently Dr. Tahir-Kheli serves as Alternate Rep- 
resentative of the United States for Special Po- 
litical Affairs at the United Nations in New 
York, NY. 

Charles Graves Untermeyer, of Texas. Cur- 
rently Director Untermeyer serves as Associate 
Director for Broadcasting and Director of the 
Voice of America in Washington, DC. 


March 6 

In the morning, the President traveled to 
Baton Rouge, LA, where he was joined by 
Mrs. Bush. In the afternoon, they traveled 
to Jackson, MS, and then to Pensacola, FL. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include pro- 
motions of members of the Uniformed Serv- 
ices, nominations to the Service Academies, 
or nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted March 3 


Wayne A. Budd, 

of Massachusetts, to be Associate Attorney 
General, vice Francis Anthony Keating II, re- 
signed. 
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Alvin A. Schall, 

of Maryland, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the 
Federal Circuit, vice Edward S. Smith, re- 
tired. 


Submitted March 4 


Carl J. Kunasek, 
of Arizona, to be Commissioner on Navajo 
and Hopi Relocation, Office of Navajo and 
Hopi Indian Relocation, for a term of 2 years 
(reappointment). 


Roger L. Wollman, 

of South Dakota, to be a member of the Unit- 
ed States Sentencing Commission for a term 
expiring October 31, 1997, vice George E. 
MacKinnon, term expired. 
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Advance text: 
Remarks to the Associated General Con- 
tractors of America in Dallas, TX 


Released March 3 


Advance text: 
Remarks to the National Association of 
Evangelicals in Chicago, IL 


Fact sheet: 
Assistance to Bulgaria 


Released March 6 


Fact sheet: 
Economic Improvement Steps for the Natu- 
ral Gas Industry 





Administration of George Bush, 1992 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved March 3 


H.R. 543 / Public Law 102-248 
To establish the Manzanar National Historic 
Site in the State of California, and for other 


purposes 


H.R. 476 / Public Law 102-249 
Michigan Scenic Rivers Act of 1991 


Approved March 5 


H.R. 355 / Public Law 102-250 
Reclamation States Emergency Drought Re- 
lief Act of 1991 
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